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Welcome to Old Cowtown Museum. We are glad you are coming and look forward to working with
you to meet your educational goal s. I f you have ar
call 316-350-3322..

MUSEUM MISSION AND PURPOSE
Old Cowtown is an open -air, living history museum that interprets the history of Wichita,
Sedgwick Country, and life on the southern plains, circa 1865 -1880. The Museum accomplishes
this through the preservation of artifacts, by exposure to interactive historic experiences, and
other activities for the education and entertainment of our visitors.

TOUR OVERVIEW
This program examines the early forces that brought competing groups to the area that was to
become Wichita and the issues resulting from the accelerated settlement made possi  ble by the
railroad. A short tour on the historic grounds will focus only on areas that contrast the pre -and
post-railroad days. You may choose to combine your Trails to Rails program with one of our self -
guided tours of the complete grounds of Old Cowt own.

TOUR OBJECTIVES
This program, including the pre - and post-visit activities, should help your students meet the
following Social Studies curriculum standards set forth by the Kansas State Board of Education.

Economics Standard  : The student uses a wo rking knowledge and understanding of major
economic concepts, issues, and systems, applying decision -making skills as a consumer, producer,
saver, investor, and citizen of Kansas and the United States living in an interdependent world.

Benchmark 1:  The student understands how limited resources require choices.

Indicators:
34  The student knows that there are not enough available resources to satisfy all wants for
goods and services.
4th (2) The student identifies examples of how natural, capital, and hum  an resources are
used in production of goods and services.

5th (1) The student explains how scarcity of resources requires individuals, communities,
states, and nations to make choices about goods and services.

(2) The student determines how unlimited w  ants and limited resources lead to choices
that involve opportunity costs.

(4) The student gives examples of economic interdependence at either the local, state,
regional, or national level.

Benchmark 2:  The student understands how the market economy wo rks in the United States.

Indicators:
3d  The student identifies and gives examples of markets that occur when buyers and sellers
exchange goods and services in the community.

4t The student defines the characteristics of an entrepreneur and gives an ex  ample of
someone who shows those characteristics.



5th (1) The student defines supply as the quantity of resources, goods, or services that
sellers offer at various prices at a particular time and demand as the number of
consumers willing and able to purch ase a good or service at a given price.

(2) The student identifies factors that change supply or demand for a product.

(3) The student describes how changes in supply and demand affect prices of specific
products.

Benchmark 3:  The student analyzes how different incentives, economic systems and their
institutions, and local, national, and international interdependence affect people.
Indicators:
4th The student defines market economy as an economic system in which buyers and sellers
make major decisions about production and distribution, based on supply and demand.
5th 2)The student gives examples of how positive
behavior.
(3) The student recognizes barriers to trade among people across nations.

Benchmark 5:  The student makes effective decisions as a consumer, producer, saver, investor,
and citizen.

Indicators:

3 (1) The student analyzes how needs and wants are met through spending and saving
decisions.

4th (2) The student analyzes the costs and benefits o f making a choice.

5th (2) The student recognizes that supply of and demand for workers in various careers
affects income.

Geography Standard  : The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of the

spatial organizati on o ionskigs betwedn peogewandfplacesandsgphydicalr e | a t
and human environments in order to explain the interacts that occur in Kansas, the United States,

and in our world.

Benchmark 1: Geographic Tools and Location: The student uses maps, graphic
representations , tools, and technologies to locate, use, and present information about people,
places, and environments.
Indicators:

3 (5) The student compares characteristics of urban, suburban, and rural areas.

(6) The student discusses reasons for the particular locations in a community are used
for certain human activities.

Benchmark 2: Places and Regions: The student analyzes the human and physical features
that give places and regions their distinctive character.

Indicators:
3 The student identifies the p hysical characteristics of the local community.

4th (1) The student identifies and compares the physical characteristics of eastern to
western Kansas and regions of the United States.



(2) The student identifies the human characteristics of Kansas and re  gions of the United
States (e.g., people, religions, languages, customs, economic activities, housing, foods).

Benchmark 4: Human Systems: The student understands how economic political, cultural, and
social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, cooperation,
and conflict.
Indicators:
34  The student examines how people in their community interact with people in other
communities in Kansas.
4th (2) The student identifies the conditions that determine the location of human activities.
5th (2) The student identifies the push -pull factors (causes) of human migration.
(3) The student describes the effects of human migration on place and population.

(4) The student describes factors that influence and change the locat ion and distribution
of economic activities.

History Standard . The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of significant
individuals, groups, ideas, events, eras, and developments in the history of Kansas, the United
State, and the world, util izing essential analytical and research skills.

Benchmark 1:

The student understands the significance of important individuals and major developments in
history.
Indicators:
4th (4) The student describes how communication and transportation systems connec t
Kansas to other regions, past and present.

(6) The student describes life on the Santa Fe and Oregon -California Trails (e.g.,
interactions between different cultural groups, hardships such as lack of water,
mountains and rivers to cross, weather, need for medical care, size of wagon).

Benchmark 2:  The student understands the importance of the experiences of groups of people
who have contributed to the richness of our heritage.
Indicators:
3 (2) The student retells the history of the community using local documents or artifacts.
4th (1) The student compares the various reasons several immigrant groups settled in
Kansas.

(2) the student explains the economic and cultural contributions made by immigrant
groups in Kansas.

Benchmark 4:  The student eng ages in historical thinking skills.

Indicators:
3 (3) The student uses information to frame important historical questions.
(4) The student observes and draws conclusions in his/her own words.

4th (4) The student identifies and compares information f rom primary and secondary
sources.



BEFORE YOUR FIELD TRIP
REVIEW THE PURPOSE FOR YOUR TRIP i Old Cowtown Museum sets out goals and themes for
its tours and programs; help your students gain the most from their experience by sharing with
them the goals you have for this field trip

CHAPERONES 1 Chaperones can enrich the educational value of the trip and help to keep your
students safe and focused on the educational activities. Please bring at least one chaperone for
every 10 students . A handout for chaper ones has been included with this packet; distribute it to
all chaperones prior to your arrival at Cowtown.

LUNCH PLANS i Old Cowtown Museum provides picnic tables for those who wish to bring their
| unches. Tabl es ar-eomaq fiush-servedibasis. Remind goursstfudemt snbt to take
snacks from the picnic area into the rest of the Museum.

NAME TAGSA We require name tags that list the name of the school and first name of each child
and chaperone in your tour group (as well as last name if possibl  e). This helps our interpreters
address student questions and is helpful when dealing with unforeseen injury or security issues.

SPENDING MONEY fi The Old Cowtown Museum gift shop, S. G. Bastian and Sons Mercantile,
will be open during your visit. The shop offers products that are educational, fun, and sentimental
in a wide range of prices (from approximately $1.00 to $15).

(Please note that S. G. Bastian and Sons sells toy oOweapo
zero tolerance weapons policy enforced at school. To assist your students in complying with that policy, Old

Cowt own Museum wi | not intentionally sell -appmovwdfieldy oweap
trips .)

Some teachers do not allow students to bring money becaus e they are afraid that students will lose
it, have it stolen, or that some will bring more than others. Other teachers encourage students to
purchase mementos of their field trip. Whether you permit or discourage your students to bring
money, we encourage you to state and enforce your preference before the trip to eliminate
confusion and conflict.



Mbaro o Aon o anwr

CLOTHING i To enhance the sense of going back in time, we encourage students to dress as
they did in the 1870s.

For girls, calico and cotton dresses were us ually full, with long sleeves, and frequently
aprons were worn over their dresses. Their hair was often worn in long braids, sometimes
with ribbons. Bonnets or straw hats were worn in summer and stocking caps in the

winter.

For boys knickers (short trous ers that fit tightly just above or just below the knee) were
favored; however, sometimes long trousers were worn. Suspenders were worn to keep
their pants up. Boysdéd shirts had I ong ful
or caps of straw or felt in the summer and, just like girls, stocking caps in winter.

I ALT o R e

.



PRE-VISIT CHECKLIST

Schedule your tour as far in advance as possible.

Share with the students your tour objectives and expectations.

Select at least one pre -visit acti vity that is suited to your students.

Brainstorm with your students questions they wish to have answered on the tour.

Determine (tentatively) at least one post -visit activity.

Confirm your transportation arrangements.

Make lunch arrange ments if necessary.

Collect fees and have a single check prepared payable to OIld Cowtown Museum

Review behavior expectations with students.

Encourage students to wear 1870s clothing.

Create and distribute name tags.

Collect signed permission slips if necessary.

Chaperones

Be sure you have a minimum of 1 chaperone for every 10 students
Inform chaperones about the tour and their expected participation.
Provide a map and educational background material.

Provide with strategies for dealing with unacceptable behavior.
Provide a copy of o0Your Role as a

Inform chaperones of time schedule (departure and arrival back at school)

Chaperoneo



ForR THE CHAPERONE

We at Old Cowto wn Museum are grateful that you will be coming to the Museum with
your child/group. This is a wonderful opportunity for children to see and experience many
things they do not normally encounter.

Your participation is very important; you have an opportunit y to assist in the education of
the children you are with by helping them focus on the educational activities. You can

also enrich their visit by sharing your knowledge and by the quality of your interactions

with them. Stay with the children at all time s and help to direct their attention as you
walk through the Museum.

General Guidelines

1) Be familiar with what the teacher expects to be accomplished during
the tour.

2) Stay with your students at all times.

3) You are entrusted with the safety and care of the ch ildren you are
with; watch and make sure they are acting in a safe manner at all
times.

4) Remind students to ask before touching; some items are artifacts and
should not be touched.

5) When encountering animals, please do not allow children to chase or
pick the m up.

6) Model the behaviors you expect the students to follow.

We want your visit to Old Cowtown Museum to be a safe and enjoyable experience for all
our visitors. For the benefit of all our guests please encourage your students to follow all
our guidelines .

Thank you again
for accompanying this group to
Old Cowtown Museum!



ATTENTION TOUR L EADER :

Please read the following information to your students  prior to arriving at the Museum
even if they have participated in programs at the Museum before.  Thank you!

We are glad you will be coming to visit the Old Cowtown Museum!

WE NEED YOUR HELP

In order that your visit will be a safe one and to make sure that Old Cowtown wiill
last a long time for others to see and enjoy, please follow these rules.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

There may be many other classes here at the same time you are here. Please
stay with your teacher/chaperone at all times and wear your nametag

The boardwalks are uneven, rough, and may be slick especially when it is
raining or snowing. Please walk carefully on t he boardwalks so you do
not slip or trip and fall.

Please drink water only at the water fountains by the restrooms.  The water
you pump from the hand pumps is not clean enough to drink!

Remember to ask before touching ; some items are artifacts and should n ot be
touched.

When encountering animals, please do not pick them up or chase them.
Pet the cats and watch the chickens (they have claws and sharp beaks).

Thank you for helping to make your visit a safe one!

1C



DAY OF THE FIELD TRIP
CHECK INfA Please arrive at the Visitors Center, 1865 West Museum Blvd. (Sim Park Drive) on
the east side of the Museum grounds. Your group may visit S. G. Bastian & Sons Mercantile while
one person checks in. Please bring one check payable to Old Cowtown Museum . (Those with
memberships will need to present their membership card before entering.) After rejoining your
group, our staff will permit you onto the grounds.

If your transportation was via bus, we ask that the bus be moved from the Visitors Center to the
former entr ance at 1871 Sim Park Drive. The bus driver may then enter the grounds from that
location.

DEPARTURED The museum is a closed loop so you will depart the same direction way you eéimtered.
strongly encourage you to leave your tour evaluations at the entrarccomplexwhen you are

leaving. Should you choose to submit it by mail, send it to Old Cowtown Museum, Education
Department1865 West Museum Blvd , Wichita, KS 67203.

MAP@ A map is provided on the back of this guid&hen you arrive you and your chapero nes will
be provided with complete maps of Old Cowtown Museum.

RESTROOMS i There are three restrooms available to the groups fi one in the Visitors Center; two
on the Museum grounds on the east in a red building near the School House and on the west
behind the Meat Market. Drinking fountains are also available at these locations.

EMERGENCIES i In case of emergency a telephone is available in the Visitors Center. Should
anyone need to contact you or your group, they may call the Visitors Center (  534-3320) and a staff
member will locate you. Identification is easiest if your students are wearing name tags.

FIRST AIDfi For minor injuries we have a first aid kit in the Visitors Center. For more serious
incidents we will call 911.

SECURITY fi Should an emergency occur t hat would require Security assistance, such as a lost
child, contact any employee on the grounds who will place you in contact with Old Cowtown
Museum Security personnel.

SEVERE WEATHER i The personnel in the Visitors Center monitor weather conditions. Inc  ase of
severe weather, our interpretive staff will alert you and guide you to shelter.

LosTAND FOUND i Items found at the Museum can be turned in at the Visitors Center. Check for
lost items at the same location.

11



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
The area where the Big and Little Arkansas Rivers converge changed from a sparsely populated
valley with abundant wildlife to a bustling prairie town in the space of 15 years, from 1865 to
1880. Native Americans, farmers, town builders, and cowboys all used and competed fo  r the
natural resources of this area to promote their economic and social interests.

The westward expansion of the United States created conflict between the Native Americans and
settlers. Explorers had termed the praneathedogicalt he 0 Gr
site to permanently move the Native Americans. Attitudes changed as pioneers moving to Oregon

and California found Kansas land not to be a desert. The Kansas -Nebraska Act of 1854 opened the

land to settlement which reversed the Governme nt 6 s promi se of a permanent |

Settlement began in the northeastern part of the state and spread west and south. This movement
was led by hunters eager for wild game furs to sell back east and traders who hoped to become
Government Agent s and supply the needs of the Indians that were removed to the future
Oklahoma as more of Kansas was opened.

Farmers soon foll owed, attempting to turn the prair
illegally) on Osage Indian land anticipating the Indian 0s removal would permit se
the Homestead Act. The Indians were relocated to Oklahoma in 1871 and the squatters realized

their dreams.

At the same time, Texas cowboys started driving longhorn cattle north in an effort to rebuild their
s t a tee@omic wealth after their disastrous participation in the Civil War. These abundant, but
worthless, cattle would draw a good price once grazed in the north and shipped east.

With a growing cattle trade, Wichita, a settlement of a few trading posts, res idences, and a short -
term military post, endeavored to become a railhead. They hoped to prosper by attracting the
cowboys who drove the cattle herds to the railroad stations. They also knew that the first towns

with rails often became county seats, provi ding unlimited growth. The Santa Fe railroad, like

many of the time, was financed through Government permission to sell land around their

westward -moving tracks. Unfortunately, Wichita was illegally located on Osage Indian Trust land
which meant that the railroad did not qualify for this permission. Thus, the Santa Fe Railroad
stayed some 20 miles north to gain these benefits. But, the wisdom of a few local entrepreneurs
encouraged county financing of a railroad link to the Santa Fe railroad and kept Wi chita from
fading away as did many other prairie towns.

From 1872 to 1875, Wichita shipped cattle east and profited through gambling, prostitution, and

other services provided for the cowboys. By 1875 the population of Sedgwick County was more

than 8,000, and the rowdy lifestyles of the cowboys clashed with the desires of those who hoped for

a more civilized, Christian environment in which to live and raise their children. Farmers also

resented the trampling of their field, the contamination of their east ern livestock with Texas ticks,

and the bankds ruinous interest rates. Their combi
west, prohibiting further cattle drives to the area and stimulating a growth in agriculture and

manufacturing.

12



PRE -/POST -VISIT ACTIVITIES

WHERE SHouLD WE BuiLD IT?
Where do you build a city? Ask students to brainstorm attributes and physical features they
would seek in a town site? Then show them the attached maps that show rivers, Native American
homelands, and areas of settlem ent between 1854 and 1890. What do they observe about the
locations of the settlements? What benefits are there to the locations of the towns? (  Most major
settlements in Kansas were located near rivers and often at the site of former Indian encampments. Wichita
was founded at the joining of two rivers, a site of many temporary Indian encampments. Roads between
towns often followed animal trails. )

WE HAVETO EAT!

Common 1870s oOnecessary foodsdé used baydtackahdderke.r s, hu
They were dry, had a high salt content, and could be kept for a long time without danger of

spoiling. They were also lightweight and took little storage space when those concerns were

premium. Copy and distribute the recipes for these foods for stu  dents to take home, prepare, and

share with their families and the class. The production of these products could also be integrated

into a science unit discussing evaporation and rehydration, as well as food preservation. Other

recipes typical of settler s have also been included.

How MucH HAS WICHITA CHANGED ?

Study the maps of Wichita in 1869 and 1870. Draw an outline of the original town of Wichita on a
present-day map of Wichita. Compare how they have changed. In which directions has the town
grown ?

In the 1870s the railroad changed Wichita dramatically. What modes of transportation have
developed since the 1870s? Did any of them help Wichita grow? Are they all still in use today?
Divide students into small groups to create a new transportation device and present their idea to
the class explaining how their creation would change Wichita. Allow the class to vote for their
favorite and the one they believe is most feasible/possible.

CHURCH DETECTIVE

While showing your students the pictures of the  two churches (both built in 1870), make the
general statement that they both served as public gathering places and ask the class to explore the
following questions: How are they built differently? Which one would they prefer being in?

Ask students to es timate how many people will fit inside each of the churches. (You may choose to

mark the outlines on the playground or gymnasium and physically experiment. [Presbyterian

Church: 2606 x 400; St. Johnds Epi scoptleyda@iramr c h: 1
theresults? (evi dence of the townds growth

Following these discussions, have the students write a diary entry of a person living in the early
1870s about the importance of the church building or an essay to compare the two, a single featu  re
of both, or the role/s these buildings would have played in a town.

13
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COMPARING N EWSPAPERS

The Wichita City Eagle was an information -dispersing vehicle as well as a mode of selli ng the city
to prospective settlers. Examine the copy of the January 16, 1873, issue of The Wichita City Eagle
and reprint of an article about Wichita. As with many newspapers of the time, The Wichita City
Eagle was an information -dispersing vehicle as well as a mode of selling the city to prospective
settlers. Articles of this type often portrayed other towns in a poor light while proclaiming the

virtues of their own communities. Compare the newspaper and article to a recent copy of The
Wichita Eagle paying particular attention to the layout, advertisements, writing style, story
content, and authorsd purpose and motivation.

Reprint from January 16, 1873, issue of

The Wichita Gity Fuale.

Correspondence Topeka Commonwealth
WICHITA. The terminus of the southwestern brhrof the A., T. & S. F. road, the initial point of the
Texas cattle frade, and at present the chief point on the line in the southwest is Wichita, otherwise known
as the town of ADutch Bill:0 or as tihrevdrenf amous
familiars, Wm. Greiffenstein. The city of Wichita, scarcely three years old, but containing a population of
3,000 is situated at the mouth of the Little Arkansas river, where that stream flows into the larger one of
the same name. The locatiof a town at that place was not fortuitous, as the geographical fitness of the
point is apparent, but the first settlement there, contrary to the rule, was not with the view to make a
town, or speculate in town lots. It had always been a point ofveanddar trading and freighting
parties, but no settlement, wither temporary or permanent, had been made until 1867, when Commodore
E. H. Durfee, of the northwestern fur and transportation company, and Luke Lethero, started an Indian
outfitting post on thesite of the present city of Wichita in December of that year. The structures for the
purpose were of the rudest character, being picket houses with dirt roofs. While there was nothing in this
that betokened the foundling of a town, the necessitieg ¢fatling post formed a nucleus of a
settlement, and gave assurance that when the country once began to settle up, the town builders would
gravitate to this point.

FIRST SETTLERS The first on the ground who concluded to make the neighborhood their haime an
grow up with the country were H. W. Vigus, Dr. Llewellyn, Samuel Fitzgerald, Timothy Meagher, P. R.
Mead, Messrs. Bancroft, Horner, Munger, and co. Lawrence, and the frontier character, Wm.
Greiffenstein. The last mentioned, who had been a trader ahwmngld tribes of the plains for years,

bought out Mr. Durfee, and started a trading station on the old military road that ran through the place
on to the town of Abilene. This was in the spring of 1870. Just previous to this there had been sufficient
sttlement along the Arkansas and Nennescabh rivers to entitle Sedgwich county to an organized official
existence, which it accordingly assumed.

About this time Messrs. Mead, Horner, Lawrence and Munger conceived the idea that the place for
the town, if onewas to be started, was some distance above the trading post, so they proceeded to se
parcels of land without any regular survey or organization as a town company. This was a hint to Mr

16



Greiffenstein, who immediately laid out a alftion of land ird town lots, organized himself into a
town company, and proclaimed himself to be the

A LIBERAL POLICY

Here, then, were two militant elements to keell the casual and indifferent settler who came to
assisin the building of the town. On the 23d of April, 1870, Mr. Greiffenstein built the first house in his
town, and to those who would follow his example he made the most liberal offers in town lots. His theory
was, and it is the only sensible one inttlaide of town building, that if, by giving away seighths of
his interest, he could get dnalf o what he gave away improved, the remaining eighth would be a small
fortune to him. This policy has its merits attested in a well built and prosptlee#yi of 900 houses,
containing 3,000 people, all done in less than three years.

Wichita was early identified with the Texas cattle interest which is becoming if it has not already
become, the most important commercial attribute of the Southwegs tine of the principal points for
the exchange of the Texas cattle before the A., T. & S. F. railroad had been extended there, it was the firs
point inside of Arkansas on the Acattle trail, 0
driven from Texas to Wichita by drovers, and then, for the most part, purchased by shippers and driven to
Abilene or Newton, where the A., T. & S. F. road reached the latter point. Large number of cattle were
driven by other routes to Abilene, or somapon the K. P. route. It was the object of the Kansas
Pacific, as we have before seen, before the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe railroad réached the 6
principal meridian at Newton, in 1871, from which point its heavy cattle shipments were made during
that year. Wichita felt hat it was geographically entitled to the trade 4molorsg and it began the
agitation for the extension of the a., T. & S. F. road from Newton, a distance osevemntyniles. A
local organization of a railroad company dahewICHITA AND SOUTHWESTERN, was effected. Sedgwick
country voted $200,000 in bonds and the road was built, reaching Wichita in May, 1872. This gave the
town such an impetus as no other town in the state ever had, and it went ahead rapidly, thesmost o
important improvements having been began and completed last year. The road was built by and became
part of the line of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe road, its Southwestern branch.

An idea of the magnitude of the cattle business of the &.ST{. road may be obtained from the
following tabulated statement of the shipments from various points on the line from June to December,
1872.

Date Number of cars cattle shipped from.

5 S _ 5 _
2 2 5 g . 2 L
1872 2 S & § > 532 8 ¢ 4 £ & 8
B X > S = ) g c o = £ = c
225 = 8 o £ S = 5 S 8§ o
sk~ 8¢ §S8S 2 2 2= &6 %=
Juneéé. é 1 21 4 9 17 119 171
Jul yéeée« 15 4 3 8 7 22 4 251 46 369
August«c 7 26 7 3 43 11 19 47 58 34 12 795
Septeml 8 33 20 12 94 2 16 54 760 40 29 106¢
October 4 11 3 14 265 7 20 39 121€ 92 1671
Noveml 1 3 315 21 4 16 112 598 773
Totals. 35 78 3€ 52 451 37 10z 27z 353( 21z 41 484
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By the above statement it will be seen that almoghinge of the entire cattle shipments of the road
are from Wichita and all the shipments, in fact, of cattle driven through from Texasldsirisgason.
The business from the other points on the line was in cattle wintered in Kansas in the neighborhood of
the respective stations.

THE CATTLE BUSINESS

The longhorn is an animal that, like the mule, possesses unappreciated virtues, and) tomaes
deal of wholesale abuse that is not its due.
more senses than one to the state of Kansas, and especially in the southwest it would be highly disastrc
to abolish him. His naturallyntamable nature is against him, and he does not take on fat as rapidly as a
domestic beast. But on a regimen of the rich pasturage of the Arkansas and the Walnut, with little or no
expense to his owner, he soon is capable of being cup up into nowsishksyand cutlets, and is almost
worthy of grace before meat as his syt aldermanic congener, the shorti. Certain it is he can be
purchases, when the sun would almost shine through him, and he is, apart from his horns, a hardly
perceptible entyt, for from one to two cents a pound, and after a thorough course of grazing, and his
avoirdupois is almost doubled, he will sell readily for from three to four cents. The homesteader whose
first crop is sodorn, which he can sell but for a trifle, whossans are limited and whose expenses are
large, would find living almost impossible if he could not purchasbdomg for a song and sell them in
the spring for good round figures. The cattle business has, within a few years, grown to immense
proportions, and there could not have been less than three hundred and fifty thousand head shipped out
of the state during the last years: the shipments of the A., T. & S. F. road alone being over one hundrec
thousand for the entire year. At an average pricevanity dollars per head, this would amount to
$7,000,000, a very neat little trade for a young state in a single item. Withtlisdsvehare of this
business Wichita has an assured commercial importance superior to any town in the Southwest. Bu
wheter or not it retains al/|l or any part of it,
convergence of two valleys, and the sure and rapid increase of the settlement and consequent agricultu
wealth of the

COUNTY OF SEDGWICK

SedgwickCounty, before the formation of Harvey, was the largest organized county in the state.
Although for that purpose it has been despoiled of 432 square miles, it still contains 781,280 acres of
land, not onehird of which is settled upon or under cultivatioThe total assessed valuation of personal
and real property in Sedgwick county is 81,589,799. The character of the soil of Sedgwick county, as v
shall show in a subsequent article, is very superior. It has a large proportion of first and seoond botto
and its uplands, for the cultivation of small grains and for pasturage, cannot be excelled. The Arkansa
river bisects the county diagonally, from the extreme northwestern corner to the southeastern. The Little
Arkansas comes in on the north in twodbras that join in one stream about five miles from the northern
line of the county that flows into the Arkansas at Wichita, just east of the center of the county. The
Nennescah runs almost parallel with the Arkansas, about seven miles west, and entipéiesrkansas
below the southern boundary of the county. The tributaries of all these streams complete a water syste
that make Sedgwick a peculiarly desirable agricultural county. There are now in the county over 8,00t
inhabitants, which seems an afihimcredible increase within three years.

THE BUSINESS OF WICHA.

FirsBWichita has the bulk of the Texas cattle trade, which, during the coming year, will not fall far
short of $10,000,000 in gross sum, and failing that, she possess a fine, falittwalgcountry, which,
as it settles and is developed, will increase the wealth and importance of the town from year to year in
growth that shall be permanent and inalienably her own. But, above all, Wichita is enriched in the
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possession of citizerispersistence, faith and the most liberal public views as to the measures requisite to
build up a town: Mr. Greiffenstein, Mr. J. M. Steele, Mr. English, Mr. Mead, Mr. Munger and many
others like them, who labor for the town without any hope of immediaten, and who are content to
project their personal ends far into the future, until they are assured that Wichita can stand alone, and
that settlement will gravitate thitherward without their aid. The following are among the most prominent
business firm of Wichita:

GroceriggCaldwell & Tittsworth, Todd & Royal, Wheeler & Co., Martinson& Co., Hills & Cramer,
W. A. Thomas, Tricky Bros., A. J. Cook, Hess & Getto, C. M. Garrison, Hobbs & Pettenger, Allen &
McKillip, W. C. Woodman, James H. Black.

Dry GodsdJ. Karatofsky, Brasfield & McKee, J. Nixon, M. M. Emanuel, Hills & Kramer, W. C.
Woodman, Jacks & Co., Hays Bros., Houghton Mills & Co.

Wholesale Liqudts W. Clark, J. H. Dagner, M. Feeceimer, Schattner & Short.

HardwaréSchlichter & Russell, Bekett & Co., West & Manu, M. Zimmerly.

Drug®George Matthews & Co., Aldrich & Brown, C. W. Hill, J. P. Allen

Harness and Saddi@gwell & Richards, C. M. Garrison.

First National Bad. C. Fraker, president; A. H. Gossard, cashier. Wichita SBangsA. M.
Clark, president; A. A. Hyde, cashier.

THE BRIDGE OVER THEARKANSAS

The travel from Sumner county to the Indian territory and Texas had to cross the Arkansas river to
reach Wichita, and one of the earliest and Aamostediate wants that preded itself was a large and
permanent bridge across the river at this point. Accordingly a bridge company was organized, wit
William Greiffenstein as president, and J. M. Steele, secretary, whose capital stock was $30,000, dividt
into six hundred sharexf $50 each. The bridge contract was let and the work begun last winter, and it
was opened on the L bf June, 1872. It is a Baker truss bridge, 1,000 feet long, and composed of ten
spans of 100 feet each. It is placed on stone abutments and isrepterg upon piles driven twenty
feet into the bed of the river, and has been subjected to the extremest tests of which a wagon bridge
capable. It cost, when completed; $30,000, and the receipts for toll froni"tbeJihe to the *1of
December ere upwards of $10,000. It is a most profitable investment, and the stockholders are
confident will more than pay for itself the coming year.

HOTELS
William Greiffenstein early came to the conclusion that a larg&kewehotel had more weight in
dete mi ning a casual visitordés estimate of the t

earnestly desired by the fathers of new towns, that the attractions of their locality may be enhanced and i
ruggedness toned down by the erectionguioal hotel. But few have the strength of faith necessary to the
outlay of fifteen or twenty, or perhaps thirty thousand doékartsto mention the possession of such
amoundfor this purpose. The Empire hotel, a geizéd house, was inadequate to theviggpdemands

of the town, so Mr. Greiffenstein erected the Douglas Avenue, atttmeérame, well furnished, and
admirably kept by Mr. Morgan Cox. The Empire house, the Southern hotel, Munger house and, the Daly
house amply supply the resent needsiohid in this particular.

REAL ESTATE

Mr. J. M. Steele, who was represented Sedgwick county in the legislature, is one of the largest re
estate dealers in the Southwest. He is the fortunate owner of a complete set of abstract books, takes thi
solid columns for his weekly advertising in the local papers, and is one of the fathers of Wichita, and one
of the most liberal patrons of its progress.
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Martin, Phillip & Parsons, W. N. McClees, and C. F. Gilbert are among the most prominent owners
of and dedrs in real estate in the city.

LUMBER.

The lumber trade of Wichita is one of its most important interests, and the principal dealers in it
Messrs. McClure & Co., Shellabarger & Ledigh, Hugo Kullak & Co., Schweiter & Davidson and C. F.
Pierce & Co.

STOCKYARDS

The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe stock yards cover ten acres of ground in the southern part of th
town just south of the depot. Frequently during the height of the shipping season they are filled to their
utmost capacity.

GRIST MILL

Messrs. Gher & McKee have erected and have in active operation a three story grist and flouring mill
with four runs of stones, which goes far toward supplying the local demand.

LAND OFFICE

Every one in Kansas will remember the rather unpleasant little cohtestrbAugusta and Eldorado
in Butler county, for the possession of the United States land office of that district, and how Wichita, as
in the fable of the c¢clowns and the oyster, st
contestants a shell’he land office is necessarily a fugitive institution, and may take its leave of the whim
of any politician, and will remain at farthest only till the country roundabout is settled up. But it is a
feeder to the reservoi henonte fllithe land bfacé may gorwbeseptavill,i t y
without special regret. It aids local business, adds to the importance of the town, and brings in money. .
C. Redfield is receiver of the land office at Wichita, and Col. W. S. Jenkins (formedyestwa@th),
register.

OTHER POINTS

Wichita is the starting point for the stage routes to Augusta, Butler county; Winfield, Cowley county;
Belle Plain, Oxford, Sumner county; and Arkansas City, Cowley county. Also to the Cheyenne and
Arrapahoe, and Wicta and Caddo Indian agencies. With all these points it has a local trade that is of
constantly enhancing importance.

THE TEXAS MEN

The Texas men have heretofore had but very little interest in Kansas towns, except by reason of the
eligibility as shigpg points. The principal point of shipment on the A., T. & S. f. road in 1871, as we
have seen, was Newton; on the K. P. Abilene. Last year the K. P. cattle trade centered at Ellsworth, a
that of the A., T. & S. F. at Wichita. Wichita seems to psssgsality of permanence s a cattle shipping
point that neither Baxter Springs, Abilene or Ellsworth had in their day: for these Texas men (not that
desperate, irresponsible class who have made the name of Newton so notorious, but the owners ar
shippery have many of them concluded to invest | ar
number of them have built substantial houses in the town, which they occupy during the cattle season
and rent during the winter.

Through the interest theyakie in the place, and confidence they feel that the cattle business has
reached appoint so desirable in every particular that it cannot be diverted. These same Texas men ha
determined to club their surplus capital together and erect a monster paclsegwaoich shall be very
much larger than any in Kansas City or the west. Wm. Greiffinstein has donated to the company twenty
five acres of land for the purpose.
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OTHER ENTERPRISES

The welknown wholesale hardware firm of J. F. Richards & co., of leantkn as recently
purchased lots in the young city for the erection of plow works there, which enterprise will be started in
the spring.

Besides the southwestern branch of the A., T. & S. F. road, completed, the St. Louis Humbolt and
Wichita road is pr@cted and bonds voted toward its construction in all counties easy, viz: Greenwood,
Woodson, Allen and Butler. A road is also projected from Solomon City to this point to enable the K. P.
to compete locally for the cattle trade. The road is calledrtfan® Solomon City and Wichita road,
and has bonds voted in McPherson county.

NEWSPAPERS

One of the neatest weeklies, typographically, in Kansas, is published at WAghitah&EAGLE. Its
owner and editor is the senas&dect for that districtand is well known as the founder of the Osage
Chronicaland senator from Osage county for several years. He publishes a good paper and makes it pay
Messrs. Milinson & Sowers, two enterprising printers, recently founded the VBieadawn the
ruins d the old Vidette They ran it as a daily for a short time, but found that too much vanity and
vexation of spirit attended such an enterprise, not to mention the expense, so they confined their energie
to a neat and wélfilled quarto weekly.

CONCLUSION

Wichita has but made a beginning toward an assured supremacy, in the locality where it exists. It ha
been amoral town, comparatively speaking, i. e., it has been so governed that the rough characters th
attach to the cattle trade have never gainexhdancy. What few desporadoes claimed residence there
were early killed off, or drank themselves to
whom all unite in representing as a man who, despite his associations, is of a most peactful disposi
and values his spoken word in a commercial transaction more highly than many more reputable men dc
their oaths. There is, of course, the usual frontier license in Wichita, but the law and order party have
always been in the majority and there hatoselbeen any exhibitions of ruffianly licentiousness, and
when they appeared they were summarily checked.

Surely William Greiffenstein, ot herwise MADut
purchased Commodor e Dur f dadétsenwons dff into mwnfloesd t r adi n

How Do WE GET THERE ?
Students should read and discuss the attached articles on the Conestoga wagon and Prairie
Schooner. Then challenge students to discover/research other types of wagons settlers might have
used in their trek west. Discuss why the Prairie Schooner was wagon of choice for settlers
traveling to the Midwest. Why did many abandon this mode of transportation when the railroad
became available?

Copy and distribute the How Should We Pull the Wagon worksh eet. Ask students to decide which
animal they would choose to pull their wagon by using different colored highlighters to mark
advantages and disadvantages of each animal. They might also think of other factors to add to the
worksheet.
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THE CONESTOGA WAGON

Long before the canals and railroads made an appearance in
Pennsylvania, descendants of German colonists developed a unique
vehicle that was ideally suited to travel on the unimproved trails of
the area and capable of carrying large amounts of any kin  d of cargo.
Before the Revolutionary War, some 10,000 Conestoga wagons
hauled farm produce, whiskey, iron ore, and finished products to the
East and returned with items imported from Europe. After the
Revolution, as settlements expanded westward, the Con estoga
hauled freight to the new towns. The wagon was massive for its day,
somewhat akin to the tractor -trailers of today.

Conestoga wagons were large and heavy and had beds shaped
somewhat like boats, slanted ends and a sag in the center both
crosswise and lengthwise, to be certain that the load would not shift to the center of the vehicle or
barrels would not roll out when going up or down hill. The wheels were as tall as a man and broad
enough to carry the weight without bogging down. On eastern road s its weight and narrow wheels
were well suited.

Covering the wagon was a homespun canvas supported by hickory wood bows, the covering
slanted over the front and back to help keep rain off the cargo. The body of the wagon was painted
light blue, the iron work black, and the white canvas top must have made some picture traveling
down the road.

Conestogas were best directed from the left -hand side since the driver moved to the right to
let oncoming traffic pass, that is if he moved at all for lesser vehicle s. The wagoneer always rode
the left wheel -horse or the lazyboard, a sliding board that could be pulled out from the left side of
the wagon, or he walked on the left side of the wagon so the choice of moving to the right was
obvious to him. Naturally, wi th a vehicle this size, others were forced to follow his pattern. Over
time, as other drivers followed his wheel ruts, the habit of driving on the right became law.

The horses used to pull the wagons were the massive Conestogas, one of the few breeds
developed in this country. They are believed to have originated from the Tammerlane, several of
which were brought over by William Penn. On the average, they stood 16 %2 to 17 hands high and
weighed about 1,600 pounds. At least 4 horses were used on each wa gon, although many used 6 or
8 horses per team.

Over the horses were hoops with bells attached to them (except for the left wheel horse
where the wagoneer rode), each carefully selected for its chime. These bells were highly prized,
not so much for their beauty or tone or even for their usefulness, even though they warned other
travelers of the approach of the wagon; rather they
take care of himself. If a wagon got stuck in a ditch or mud and the driver w as forced to appeal to
other wagoneers for help, and the bells were the price he paid for the assistance. To anyone as
tough and independent as these men, it must have been a humiliating experience. Wagons used to
arrive at their destination with bronze bells ringing, giving rise to the
with bells on, 6 ready, eager, safe, and sound.

The wagoneers kept mostly with their own kind. In early Pennsylvania, taverns catered to
only one type of clientele, usually denoted bythenameo r pi cture on the sign. T
0stogied6 came from the Conestoga wagon masters who
large cigars as they drove their teams.

With the coming of the canal, and later the railroad travel, the Conestoga wago ns gradually
faded from view while their modified cousin, the Prairie Schooner, took on a more active life.
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THE PRAIRIE SCHOONER

This half -sized version of the Conestoga typically measured 4 feet wide and 10 to 12 feet in
length; with its tongue and neck yoke attached, its length doubled to about 23 feet. With the
bonnet, a prairie schooner stood about 10 feet tall with a wheelbase of just over 5 feet wide. The
clearance on most wagons was about 2 % feet, which meant that the prairie schooner could ford
most streams. Another foot of clearance could be obtained for river crossings by raising the height
of the bed by adding blocks under the axles. Construction was all wood except for the iron tires
and metal reinforcements of the running gear at strategi ¢ locations. (Use of metal was kept to a
minimum for weight reduction.) The hardwoods, such as maple, poplar, hickory, and oak, that
were used were well seasoned to resist shrinking in the dry air of the plains and deserts the
emigrants had to cross. Th e prairie schooner weighed approximately 1,300 pounds empty and
could be easily dismantled for repairs en route; it could not carry more than 2,000 pounds.
Manufactured by the Studebaker brothers or any of a dozen other wainwrights specializing in
buildin g wagons for overland emigrants, a prairie schooner in good repair offered shelter almost as
good as a house.

The wagon box, or bed, was 2 to 3 feet deep, and with a bit of tar could easily be rendered
watertight and floated across slow -moving rivers. The side boards were beveled outwards to keep
rain from coming in under the edges of the bonnet and to help keep out river water. The box sat
upon 2 sets of wheels of different sizes, the rear wheel typically about 50 inches in diameter while
the front wh eels were about 44 inches in diameter. The smaller front wheels allowed for a little
extra play, allowing the wagon make slightly sharper turns than it would otherwise have been
able to negotiate without necessitating a great deal of extra carpentry work to keep the bed level.
All four wheels had iron o0tireso6 to protect the woo
hardwoods to resist shrinkage. Nonetheless, many emigrants took to soaking their wagon wheels
in rivers and springs overnight, as it was not unheard of for the dry air to shrink the wood so much
that the iron tires would roll right off the wheels during the day.

Hardwood bows held up the heavy, brown bonnets. The bows were soaked until the wood
became pliable, bent into u -shapes and allowed to dry. The bonnets themselves were usually
homespun cotton doubled over to make them watertight and were also waterproofed with linseed
or other oil . They were rarely painted (except for
B u s t dGaterymars) as this stiffened the fabric and caused it to split. The bonnet was always well
secured against the wind, and its edges overlapped in back to keep out snow, rain, and dust. This
covering could be rolled backing summer to let air circulate. T he oval-shaped openings were left in
the front and rear to allow sun and air to enter; on some wagons it also angled outward at the
front and back to Il end some additional protection t
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