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WELCOME 
 
 
We are glad that you are planning to join us at Harvest of Progress:  Fair Education 
Day.  Old Cowtown Museum has worked to create a series of learning activities that will 
be both educational and fun.  We hope that you and your students will enjoy 
experiencing some of the sights, sounds and traditions of a typical Kansas county fair of 
the 1870s.  
 
 
 

MISSION AND PURPOSE 
 
 

Old Cowtown Museum is an open-air, living history museum that interprets the history 
of Wichita, Sedgwick County and life on southern plains, circa 1865-1880. 
 
 
 

KANSAS CURRICULAR STANDARDS 
 
 
Old Cowtown Museum has correlated the Harvest of Progress:  Fair Education Day pre-
visit lesson plans and event day activities with the Kansas Curricular Standards.   
 

*  Pre-visit curricular correlations are located on the pages  immediately following 
the ñObjectivesò in each of the four lessons. 

 
*  The curricular correlations for Old Sedgwick County Fair Education Day on-site 

activities may be found on pages 5 through 8. 
 
For a more complete description of curricular standards and indicators for your school 
district and grade level, please contact your district curriculum director.  
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TOUR OVERVIEW 
 
At Education Day, your students are welcome to explore any of the 36 activity stations 
and/or 18 historic buildings during their 2 hour visit.  In order to provide a large variety of 

activities to meet the childrenôs varied interests, we have purposely scheduled more 

activities than can be completed during the 2 hour time block.  We strongly recommend 

that your class select their most desired activities before they arrive at Old Sedgwick 

County Fair Education Day. 
 
Students, in groups of 5 with an adult chaperone, will tour the grounds of Old Cowtown 
Museum for 2 hours.  While there they will encounter and experience a wide number of 
typical 1870's fair activities.   
 

Before beginning their tour, each student will receive an ñHarvest of Progress:  Fair 
Education Day Passportò listing activities that may be found at the event.  These activities 
include such things as corn shelling, quilting, judging exhibit, wheat grinding, midway 
games, musical performances, and sorghum pressing.   Participating students will receive 
an  ñ County Fair Certificate of Achievementò from Old Cowtown Museum at the conclusion 
of their tour. 
 
There will be several food and drink vendors at Old Sedgwick County Fair Education Day. 
Your students may wish to bring a small amount of spending money with them, although 
this is optional.   
 
At the conclusion of the visit, students and chaperones should gather at the front gate for 
departure.  You will be assigned a specific time and place for your class to meet so that 
everyone will be ready for your scheduled class departure time. 

 

TOUR OBJECTIVES 
 

 The students will learn about one purpose of county fairs by creating class contest 

entries.  Class exhibits will be judged at the fair according to the standards listed in the  
County Fair Judging Contest lesson. 

 

 The students will identify how a community gathering can meet the basic needs of 

people. 
 

 The students will describe how competition between individuals can help the 

 community recognize new and better products and ways of doing things.   
 

 The students will learn about the role of agriculture in Sedgwick County.   

 The students will observe and/or participate in several home, business, agricultural and 

commercial practices commonly used in the 1870s.   
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CURRICULAR CORRELATIONS 

OLD SEDGWICK COUNTY FAIR EDUCATION DAY 

 
 

  Geography Standard: The student uses a working knowledge and understanding 
of the spatial organization of the Earthôs surface and relationships among people, 
places, and physical and human environments in order to explain the interactions 
that occur in our interconnected world. 

 

Benchmark 2: The student analyzes the spatial organization of people, places, and 
environments that form regions on Earthôs surface. 

* Indicator 1 (Grade 2): Describes the physical and human characteristics of 
the local community 

 
*  Indicator 1 (Grade 4): Identifies and compares the physical characteristics of 

Kansas and regions of the United States. 
 

*  Indicator 1 (Grade 8): Identifies and compares the physical and human 
characteristics of world regions (e.g. Kansas and Eastern United States) 

*  Indicator 4 (Grade 8): Identifies ways technology and culture have influenced 
regions  

 

Benchmark 4: The student understands how economic, political, cultural and social 
processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, 
cooperation, and conflict. 

*  Indicator 1 (Grade 2): Identifies the settlement patterns of the community. 
*  Indicator 2 (Grade 2): Identifies how people in his/her community satisfy their 

basic needs and wants 
 

*  Indicator 2 (Grade 4): Describes and compares cultural characteristics and 
patterns within the U.S. 

*  Indicator 3 (Grade 4): Identifies factors important in the location of economic 
activities 

 
*  Indicator 2 (Grade 6): Analyzes the causes and effects of human migration 

on places and population (i.e. diffusion of ideas, crops, culture) 
*  Indicator 4 (Grade 6): Explains the distribution patterns of economic activities 

and how changes in technology, transportation, communication and 
resources affect the location of those activities 

 
*  Indicator 3 (Grade 8):  Describes the patterns of cultural diffusion and the 

resulting distinctive cultural landscapes 
 
* = assessed indicator 
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CURRICULAR CORRELATIONS 

OLD SEDGWICK COUNTY FAIR EDUCATION DAY 

 
 
 
 

  Kansas History Standard: The student uses a working knowledge and 

understanding of significant individuals, groups, ideas, events, eras, and 
development in the history of Kansas, the United States, and the world, using 
essential analytical and research skills 

 
Grade 2  

Benchmark 2: The student understands the importance of the experiences of 
groups of people 

*  Indicator 2: Retells the story of the founding of his/her own community, 
drawing on primary sources. (e.g. oral histories) 

 

Benchmark 4: The student understands the variety of ways land has been used 
over time. 

*  Indicator 2 (Grade 2): Describes land use in his/her community 
 
Grade 4 

Benchmark 1: The student understands the importance of the experiences of 
groups of people 

*  Indicator 1 (Grade 4): Compares reasons that brought settlers to Kansas 
*  Indicator 4 (Grade 4) : Describes the everyday life of a Kansas settler using 

literature, stories, letters, diaries and other primary sources. 
 
Grade 8 

Benchmark 4: The student understands individuals, groups ideas, and 
developments during the period of expansion and development in Kansas (1860s - 
1890s) 

*  Indicator 7: Describes the impact of railroad expansion in Kansas to or upon 
town development, the cattle industry, and agricultural settlement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* = assessed indicator 
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CURRICULAR CORRELATIONS 

COUNTY FAIR EDUCATION DAY 

 
 
 
 
 

  United State History Standard : The student uses a working knowledge and 

understanding of significant individuals, groups, ideas, events, eras, and 
development in the history of Kansas, the United States, and the world, using 
essential analytical and research skills. 

 
Grade 4 

Benchmark 1: The student understands the significance of the contributions of 
important individuals and major developments in history. 

*  Indicator 5: Describes the development and influence of tools on work and 
behavior 

 

Benchmark 2: The student understands the importance of the experiences of the 
groups of people who have contributed to the richness of heritage. 

*  Indicator 1: Describes the experiences of cultural groups who settled in 
various regions of the U.S. and the local community 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* = assessed indicator 
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CURRICULAR CORRELATIONS 

COUNTY FAIR EDUCATION DAY 

 
 
 
 

  Economics Standard: Learners demonstrate an understanding of major economic 

concepts, issues, and systems of the United States and other nations: and applies 
decision making skills as a consumer, producer, saver, investor and citizen in an 
interdependent world. 

 

Benchmark 1: The learner will understand how scarcity of resources requires 
choices. 

*  Indicator 2 (Grade 4): Identifies examples of how natural, capital and human 
resources are used in production of a good or service. 

*  Indicator 4 (Grade 6): Gives examples of economic interdependence of at 
least two of the following levels: local, state, regional, national and 
international 

*  Indicator 2 (Grade 8): Identifies substitutes and complements for selected 
goods and services. 

 

Benchmark 2: The students understands how the market economy works in the 
United States. 

*  Indicator 2 (Grade 2): Explains the role of money used to exchange goods 
and services. 

*  Indicator 1 (Grade 4): Explains how barter or money are used to exchange 
goods and services. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* = assessed indicator 
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PRE-VISIT ACTIVITIES 

 
 
Completion of the following lessons will enhance your studentsô educational experience 
at the County Fair Education Day.  They have been designed to prepare your class for 
the activities they will find at the event, as they help you meet several curricular 
benchmarks for your grade.   If you have any questions about the pre-visit lessons or 
event activities, call Anthony Horsch at (316) 350-3322. 
 
ñWhat is a County Fair?ò  (p. 9) is a lesson that will help your students understand the 
concept of county fairs and identify the similarities and differences between an 1870s 
fair and a modern fair.   It includes an optional video, 3 readings, discussion questions, 
an activity book, and a game that is similar to charades. 
 
ñInventionsò (p.35) is a lesson that will introduce inventions as important change agents 
for industry and society in 1870.  It will take your students through the process of 
making their own invention, giving them opportunities to learn and practice 
brainstorming, creative thinking, and evaluation techniques as they complete the 
lesson. 
 
ñJudging at the County Fairò (p. 61)  is a lesson which introduces the concept of judging 
as a process of evaluation.  It discusses why judging contests were so important at the 
county fairs of the 1870s.  It teaches students how to use pre-set criteria to evaluate a 
set of exhibits, and offers an opportunity to practice evaluation skills in the classroom.  
It includes a reading, discussion questions, practice examples, and directions for 
several classroom judging contests.  
 
ñCounty Fair Judging Contest Entryò (p. 81) will take your class through the process of 
completing an exhibit to enter in the County Fair judging contest.  It includes a list of 
possible entries, recipes or directions for preparing class exhibits, standards by which 
they will be judged and a timetable for entering class exhibits in the judging contest.  
Ribbons will be awarded to all entrants.  We strongly encourage your participation in 
this activity; your students will enjoy seeing some of their own work at the fair. 
 
ALL ENTRIES MUST BE DELIVERED TO OLD COWTOWN MUSEUM BETWEEN 

8:00 AM AND 5:00 PM, WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 6, 2010. 

 

RIBBONS AND EXHIBITS (EXCEPT GRAND PRIZE WINNERS) MUST BE PICKED 

UP BETWEEN THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14 AND FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15 BETWEEN 
8:00 AM AND 5:00 PM.  BECAUSE OF HEALTH CONCERNS, FOOD EXHIBITS WILL 
NOT BE RETURNED. 

 

GRAND PRIZE WINNING EXHIBITS MAY BE PICKED UP ON THURSDAY, 

OCTOBER 21, OR FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22 BETWEEN 8:00 AM AND 5:00 PM. 
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WHAT IS A COUNTY FAIR?- a pre-visit lesson 
 
 
 
County fairs have been held in Kansas for more than 100 years.  Many of the things 
that happen at todayôs county fairs are based on things that happened at the very first 
county fairs.  Some of those activities have stayed exactly the same, and some have 
changed as Kansas has become more modern. 
 
In the 1870s, people would come to the county fairs to shop; attend special 
entertainment events; participate in a gathering of their community; and see new 
technology, farm and home products.  Today the county fair is still an exciting part of 
community life and people from all walks of life come to the fair each year.  
 
 
 

What was it like to visit a county fair in 1870? 
 

How have county fairs changed and how have they stayed the same 
since then? 

 
 
 

OBJECTIVES 

 
 

 Describe the community members, past and present, who attend county fairs. 

 

 Discuss the individual and community benefits of county fairs in Kansas. 

 

 Compare and contrast the similarities and differences of modern and historical 

county fairs. 
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CURRICULAR CORRELATIONS 

WHAT IS A COUNTY FAIR? 

 
  
  Geography Standard: The student uses a working knowledge and understanding 
of the spatial organization of the Earthôs surface and relationships among people, 
places, and physical and human environments in order to explain the interactions 
that occur in our interconnected world. 

 
 

Benchmark 2: The student analyzes the spatial organization of people, places, and 
environments that form regions on Earthôs surface. 

 
*  Indicator 1 (Grade 2): Describes the physical and human characteristics of 

the local community 
*   Indicator 1 (Grade 4): Identifies and compares the physical characteristics of 

Kansas and regions of the United States. 
*   Indicator 1 (Grade 8): Identifies and compares the physical and human 

characteristics of world regions (e.g. Kansas and the Eastern United States) 
*  Indicator 4 (Grade 8): Identifies ways technology and culture have influenced 

regions 
 
 

Benchmark 4: The student understands how economic, political, cultural and social 
processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, 
cooperation, and conflict. 

 
  *  Indicator 1 (Grade 2): Identifies the settlement patterns of the community. 

*  Indicator 2 (Grade 2): Identifies how people in his/her community satisfy their 
basic needs and wants 

*  Indicator 2 (Grade 4): Describes and compares cultural characteristics and 
patterns within the U.S. 

*  Indicator 3 (Grade 4): Identifies factors important in the location of economic 
activities 

*  Indicator 2 (Grade 6): Analyzes the causes and effects of human migration 
on places and population (i.e. diffusion of ideas, crops, culture) 

*  Indicator 4 (Grade 6): Explains the distribution patterns of economic activities 
and how changes in technology, transportation, communication and 
resources affect the location of those activities 

*  Indicator 3 (Grade 8):  Describes the patterns of cultural diffusion and the 
resulting distinctive cultural landscapes 

 
* = assessed indicator 
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CURRICULAR CORRELATIONS 

WHAT IS A COUNTY FAIR? 

 
 
 

  Kansas History Standard: The student uses a working knowledge and 

understanding of significant individuals, groups, ideas, events, eras, and 
development in the history of Kansas, the United States, and the world, using 
essential analytical and research skills 

 
Grade 2  

Benchmark 2: The student understands the importance of the experiences of 
groups of people 

*  Indicator 2: Retells the story of the founding of his/her own community, 
drawing on primary sources. (i.e. oral histories) 

 

Benchmark 4: The student understands the variety of ways land has been used 
over time. 

* Indicator 2 (Grade 2): Describes land use in his/her community 
 
Grade 4 

Benchmark 1: The student understand the importance of the experiences of groups 
of people 

*  Indicator 1 (Grade 4): Compares reasons that brought settlers to Kansas 
*  Indicator 4 (Grade 4) : Describes the everyday life of a Kansas settler using 

literature, stories, letters, diaries and other primary sources. 
 
Grade 8 

Benchmark 4: The student understands individuals, groups ideas, and 
developments during the period of expansion and development in Kansas (1860s - 
1890s) 

*  Indicator 5: Interprets and uses primary source documents to interpret 
adaptations made by Kansas settlers to the physical environment 

*  Indicator 7: Describes the impact of railroad expansion in Kansas to or upon 
town development, the cattle industry, and agricultural settlement. 

 

Benchmark 8: The student engages in historical thinking skills 
*  Indicator 1: Analyzes historical materials to trace development of an idea or 
  trend in Kansas history over a prolonged period of time to explain patterns of 
  historical continuity and change.   
 
 

* = assessed indicator 
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CURRICULAR CORRELATIONS 

WHAT IS A COUNTY FAIR? 

 
 

  United State History Standard : The student uses a working knowledge and 

understanding of significant individuals, groups, ideas, events, eras, and 
development in the history of Kansas, the United States, and the world, using 
essential analytical and research skills. 

 
Grade 4 

Benchmark 1: The student understands the significance of the contributions of 
important individuals and major developments in history. 

*  Indicator 5: Describes the development and influence of tools on work and 
behavior 

 

Benchmark 2: The student understands the importance of the experiences of the 
groups of people who have contributed to the richness of heritage. 

*  Indicator 1: Describes the experiences of cultural groups who settled in 
various regions of the U.S. and the local community. 

 
Grade 8 
 

Benchmark 2: The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of 
significant individuals, groups, ideas, development, and turning points in the Civil 
War through the industrial era of American History (1850-1900). 

*  Indicator 8: Explains how the rise of big business, heavy industry and 
mechanized farming transformed American society. 

 

Benchmark 3: The student engages in historical thinking skills. 
*  Indicator 1: Examines historical materials relating to U.S. history during the 

1800s to analyze change over time and make logical inferences concerning 
cause and effect. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* = assessed indicator 
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MATERIALS 
 
  
  One copy per student of ñCome To 
The Fairò (see pp.19-20 or p.21) 

 
  One copy per student of Kansas 

Heritage Magazine article: ñCounty 
Fairs in Kansasò (pp. 23-27) 

 
  One copy per student of Wichita 

Eagle article: ñWinning, Losing, Heat 
and Dust All Part of Funò  (p. 28-30) 

 
  One copy per student of ñCome To 
the Fairò activity booklet 

  ñCome To The Fairò Video (optional) 
 
  TV and VCR (optional) 
 
  ñWhoôs There?ò game pieces 
 
  Small paper bag, bowl or basket 
 
  Construction or drawing paper 
 
  Markers, crayons, etc. 
 
  Glue and/or tape 
 
  Scissors

 
 
 
  

PREPARATION ACTIVITIES 

 
 
 
Use the following activities to introduce your students to county fairs, past and present. 
Although the activities may be completed separately, they will be most effective if 
presented in sequence listed below. 
   
 
  
  Lead a class discussion using the following questions as a guide:  
 

*  What to you think a county fair is?   

*  Where do you think you might find a county fair? 

*  Have you ever been to a county fair?  

*  What do you think you might see and do at a county fair? 

*  What do you think might be your favorite activity if you visited a county fair? 
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 Watch ñCome To The Fairò video.  Classes with limited time will find that an 
adequate understanding of county fairs can be gained by watching the optional video 
and holding a class discussion using the questions found in the next two sections.  
(Download at http://www.oldcowtown.org/Preservation/school-programs.htm) 
  
 
 

  Read the articles ñCome to the Fairò, ñMeet Me at the Fair: County Fairs in Kansasò 
and ñWinning, Losing, Heat and Dust All Part of Funò .  All three articles can be 
found at the end of this lesson.  Use the following questions  to check 
comprehension:  

 
*  When were county fairs started in Kansas? Why?    

1850s, because of the need for community, improved agriculture, and to 
attract settlers 

 
*  What did the community do to help encourage people to attend the county 

fair?  Special train rates, schools and businesses closed, and participation by 
civic organizations 

 
*  What kinds of people came to a county fair in the 1870s?   

People from all walks of life came to the fair 
 

*  What kinds of activities could be found at an old-time county fair?  
   Contests, exhibitions, races, agricultural implement sales, food booths, band 

concerts (students may include others) 
 

*  Was a county fair held every year?  Why or why not? 
No, it usually depended on the success of the harvest that year 

 
*  Were county fairs always successful?  What were some things that could 

cause problems for a county fair? 
No.  Poor harvest, bad weather, hard times, grasshoppers, drought 

 
*  How do you think the people of Kansas felt about their county fairs in the 

1870s?  Why do you think that? 
Most important event of the year.  It involved the whole community, business, 
social clubs and visitors 

 
*  What are some purposes of modern county fairs?  Have they changed since 

the first county fairs in Kansas?  How? 
Social gathering, entertainment.  Yes, not as dependent on agriculture 
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*   What kinds of activities would you see at a county fair today? 
Contests, entertainment, business and commerce, agriculture 

 
*  How are modern fairs the same as old-time ones?  How are they different? 

Similarities: community gathering, agriculture, entertainment, contests.  The 
activities at the fair reflect the interest of the families in the county. 
Differences: not as widely attended, agriculture not as important, 
entertainment activities more important, more youth participation. 

 
*  How many different kinds of people can you think of that come to a county 

fair?  Why do they come? 
Community members-entertainment, farmers-agriculture, youth-contests and 
entertainment 

 
 

   Lead a class discussion using the following questions as a guide: 
 

*  Did anything surprise you about the county fairs of the 1870s?  What? 

*  What did you learn about modern county fairs that you didnôt know before? 

*  If you lived in Kansas in the 1870s, do you think you and your family would go 

to a county fair?  Why or why not?  

*  What activity at an old-fashioned county fair do you think you would like the 

most?  Why? 

*  If you went to a modern county fair do you think you would choose to do the 

same activity?  Why or why not? 

*   Would you rather go to a modern county fair or an old-fashioned one?  Why? 

*  If you could plan a county fair, what activities would you include?     

* Tell about one person who would come to your fair.   Why would they want 

come?  What would they do while they are there? 

*  If you could change one thing about a county fair, what would it be? 

   
 

  Complete the ñCome to the Fairò activity booklet with your students.   (Optional) 
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PROCEDURAL STEPS 

 
  
  The  ñWhoôs There?ò game is played much like ñCharadesò with the addition of 

student-made props.  This game will help students actively experience the 
community of people and activities that might have attended a county fair in the 
1870s.  

  
  Divide class into groups of 2-4 students. 
  
  One student from each group draws a person/activity slip from a box (basket, bag, 

bowl), and shares it with their group. 
  
  The group, working together, devises a pantomime of the activity described on the 

slip.  (Some examples might be cowboys riding horses or a wagon driver and his 
assistants.) 

  
  The students use paper, markers, and crayons to make props.  For example, if the 

character is a miller (someone who grinds grain), the students may wish to make 
paper corn or wheat. 

  
  Each group acts out the pantomime while the rest of the class guesses who they 

are, whether they might have been attending a modern county fair or an 1870s 
county fair or both, and why they would have come to the fair. 

  
  After all of the students have presented their pantomime, lead a class discussion 

using the following questions as a guide: 
 

*  What did you observe about the people who might have come to an 1870s 

county fair? 

*  Do you think you would see the same type of people  at a modern county 

fair?  What would be the same?  What might be different? 

*  Make a list of reasons that people might have come to the county fair in 

1870. 

*  If you took a survey of the people who came to the modern Sedgwick County 

Fair, what reasons do you think they would give for their visit to the fair? 

*  How many of the reasons that people come to the county fair might be the 

same today as they were in 1870?  

*  Compare your list from 1870 with your survey from today.  Do you think the 
reasons people have for coming to a county fair have changed a lot?   Why 
do you think that is so? 
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INQUIRY AND FOLLOW UP ACTIVITIES 

 
 

Build a diorama of an 1870s Kansas community during a county fair.  Conduct 
research to find out more about the people who lived in a typical Kansas town of that 
era and about the exhibitors who might have come to the fair.  Include details about 
local homes and businesses, clothing, commerce, school, church, and fair events and 
exhibits in your diorama. 
 

Choose one person who might come to an old-fashioned or modern county fair and 
find out more about him/her.  Write a story (real or fictional) about him/her that includes 
details of his/her daily life, family life, profession or job, home, friends, and favorite 
activities at the county fair.  Draw a picture or make a statue of him/her to go with your 
story. 
 

Have a county fair scavenger hunt.  
*  Divide the class into groups of 3 to 6 students.  Each group should work together 

to complete the activity. 
 

*  Use a computer with internet access or the reference section of the library to 
construct a list of county fair scavenger hunt questions.  Possible questions 
might relate to name and/or number of fairs in a specified Kansas county, most 
famous historical visitor to a county fair, interesting trivia facts about county fairs, 
or an unusual logo or theme for a recent county fair.   

  
*  When completed, ask activity groups to trade questions with another group and 

try to answer the scavenger hunt questions.  The winning group will be the one 
with the most correct answers in a specified length of time; or the one that 
completes the hunt in the shortest period of time.   Small prizes or special 
privileges may be awarded to the members of the winning scavenger hunt team. 

  

Plan an activity for a younger class 
*  Divide the class into groups of 3 to 4 students.  Each group should work together 

to complete the activity. 
 

*  Using the information found during the scavenger hunt research, construct a 
game, coloring or story book, skit or song about county fairs that would be 
appropriate for younger students. 

 
*  Share the projects with a younger group of students that is planning to attend 

Old Sedgwick County Fair Education Day.  Older students will help the children 
play the games, read or color the books, perform the skits and/or sing the songs. 
Adult class chaperones may be invited to attend the project-sharing day as a 
way to prepare for their upcoming field trip supervision. 
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VOCABULARY LIST 

 

agricultural - having to do with farming, raising crops and animals 

community - a group of people who live close to each other 

county - small areas that make up a state.  Kansas has 105 counties 

county seat - the town or city in a county where government offices are located  

craftsman - someone skilled in his/her trade 

crops - plants grown for food 

exhibit - an object in a show or contest 

harvest - the time of year when crops are gathered  

livestock - farm animals 

manufacturer - someone who makes products 

mechanical - having to do with machines or tools 

merchant - a person who buys and sells goods for his or her living 

prosperous - successful and well off 

sponsor - a person or group that plans or supports an activity 

support - to be in favor of something 

territory - a part of the United States that is not yet a state 
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COME TO THE FAIR 
 

Taken from ñCome to the Fairò, prepared by the Kansas State Historical Society with funding from the 
 Kansas Committee for the Humanities.   

 
 
 
County fairs, with images of cattle, crops, carnivals, and crowds, have long been a part 
of life in Kansas. In fact, the first were held shortly after the area was organized in 1854 
as Kansas Territory and were usually sponsored by county agricultural and mechanical 
societies. Organizers believed fairs encouraged use of the latest farming methods, 
introduced improved breeds of livestock , and promoted local trades and 
manufacturers. Exhibitors and fair goers compared animals, produce, domestic goods, 
and manufactured products and discussed methods for obtaining the best results. 
Agricultural publications urged farmers and their families to go to fairs ñFor 
improvement; to see, to question, and to reflect.ò 
 
Nineteenth century fairs in Kansas, however, did more than promote the improvement 
of agriculture. They helped create a sense of community in a newly settled land. By the 
1870s, most  counties sponsored an annual fair. Since county seats were usually 
centrally located for business, government and transportation reasons, they were ideal 
sites for county fairs. 
 
Area newspapers and specially designed fair posters urged everyone in the county to 
attend.  Posters often conveyed a sense of community spirit and pride with such 
phrases as ñLarger, better and more inviting than ever beforeò; or ñExhibits of everything 
Worth Seeing in Ness County, Kansas.ò  The Junction City Union in 1879 stated ñAs 
there will be many strangers here during the fair week we must sport our best clothes 
before them and do everything possible to make a favorable impression.ò 
 
Merchants supported the fair with displays on the grounds and by closing one afternoon 
or day to allow employees to attend. Since fairs in the 19th century were held in 
September and October, schools also closed one day during the festivities. Railroads 
offered excursion rates to fair goers and freight reductions to exhibitors for transporting 
produce and livestock to the fair.  Local civic groups operated refreshment stands and 
occasionally prepared exhibits. For example, townships or granges prepared 
agricultural exhibits or the sewing society of a local church entered its handiwork in the 
Ladies Department. Such efforts illustrated community and county support for fairs; and 
attendance figures, which often totaled several thousand a day, indicated that fairs 
were an important part of local life. 
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Not only did fairs create a sense of community, they also reflected the uncertainties of 
settling the plains. When times were hard, fairs were either canceled or hampered by 
poor exhibits.  When times were good, exhibits were extensive and local residents 
publicized the successful harvest.  If the growing season were productive, newspaper 
accounts during the fair extolled the abundance of crops raised in the county and 
promoted successful farming as an important aspect of county and state economies. 
 
Farm publications urged readers to support fairs and to show what the state could 
produce, since the good agricultural exhibits were considered one way to attract new 
settlers. This was particularly true in the late 1870s when Kansans needed to 
demonstrate the stateôs agricultural potential.  In 1874, grasshoppers ruined crops 
across much of the state and many settlers left Kansas.  Those that remained did so 
with aid from state and national relief efforts.  In addition, Kansans sought to dispel the 
myth that Kansas was the ñGreat American Desert.ò   
 
Fairs consciously promoted Kansas as a prosperous place to live.  Fair posters often 
proclaimed that visitors would see a ñgrand agricultural displayò.  Other efforts were 
more specific.  Constructed entirely of locally grown corn, the arch at the entrance of 
the 1886 Finney county fair refuted criticôs claims that ñCorn Wonôt Grow in Southwest 
Kansasò. 
 
In one instance, a county fair was a vehicle for favorable national publicity for the state.  
In 1879, the Woodson county fair board invited President Rutherford B. Hayes to the 
fair in Neosho Falls and he accepted.  His visit to Kansas was widely reported and an 
illustrated article on the fair was published in Leslieôs Weekly, a magazine with national 
circulation.  The drawings in the magazine depicted extensive agricultural exhibits at the 
fair as well as an archway proclaiming ñKANSAS- 1856, Bleeding; 1860, Drouthy; 1879, 
Booming.ò 
 
Not all fairs were successful. Secretaries of fair boards filed reports with the state 
secretary of agriculture, and each year several wrote that the harvest was too scant to 
hold a fair, that the fair had lost money, that the exhibits were poor, or that bad weather 
discouraged attendance.  The secretary of the Pawnee county fair board described the 
difficulties of holding a fair in 1879 in spite of a well publicized visit by President Hayes. 
Pawnee county did not hold a fair in 1880, for the secretary reported ñtoo hard times 
and crops too poor to hold a Fair. (President Hayes was not on exhibit this year)ò 
 
Nineteenth century county fairs, by promoting improved agriculture, helping create a 
sense of community, and encouraging settlement of the region, reflected major 
concerns of the people that attended. Fairs, in a sense, were celebrations of another 
year of progress. Because city and rural residents depended on the agricultural 
economy, fairs became important annual events whose traditions are still evident in 
county fairs. 
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COME TO THE FAIR 
(Short version) 

Adapted from ñCome to the Fairò prepared by the 
Kansas State Historical Society 

 
 
County fairs have been part of Kansas for a long time.  The first fairs were held in the 1850s, 
soon after Kansas became a territory.  They were usually sponsored by the county agricultural 
and mechanical society. 
 
Fair planners believed that county fairs helped farmers learn about the newest ways to farm 
and the best kinds of livestock.  They also believed that fairs helped craftsmen and 
manufacturers become more important in their county.  Everyone who came to the fair looked 
to see what was new and tried to learn better ways to do things. 
 
Early fairs in Kansas helped new people work together and get to know each other.  By the 
1870s, most counties planned a county fair every year in September or October.  The fairs were 
usually held at the county seat, which was an easy place for the county people to find. 
 
Everyone was encouraged to attend the fair.  Newspapers and special posters said things like: 
ñExhibits of Everything Worth Seeing in Ness Countyò and ñPatronize the County Fair, Exhibits 
Invited in All Classesò.  One newspaper wrote that everyone should wear their best clothes so 
they would look nice for the visitors to their fair. 
 
The county was proud of its fair and supported it in many ways.  Merchants opened booths at 
the fairgrounds and gave their employees a day off to go to the fair.  School children got a day 
off, too.  Railroads offered special tickets to people traveling to the fair.  Local churches and 
clubs sold food and entered exhibits in the contests. County fairs were an important part of life 
in the 1870s and thousands of people came to them. 
 
Fairs in the 1870s tried to show off what was good about Kansas.  Fair posters told farmers that 
they would see a ñgrand agricultural displayò.  Fair sponsors hoped that the display would 
encourage new farmers to move into Kansas.  United States President Rutherford B. Hayes 
was invited to the Woodson County fair in 1879.  Newspapers and magazines from all over the 
U.S. wrote articles about his visit and about Kansas. 
 
Not all fairs were successful.  If the harvest was too small, county fairs might be canceled.  
Some fairs lost money and some had bad weather that kept people away.  Several fairs didnôt 
have enough exhibits entered in their contests.   Sometimes, the local people didnôt have 
enough money to come to the fair.  Counties never gave up, though.  They would always try 
again the next year.  

 
County fairs were very important to local people in the 1870s.  They helped teach new ways to 
do things, encouraged farmers to move to Kansas counties, and helped people get to know 
each other.  Our modern county fairs still have traditions that were started in the 1870s. 
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FIRST SEDGWICK COUNTY FAIR 
 
 
 
The first Sedgwick County Fair was held in the fall of 1873.  It was a major attraction for 
residents of the area.  In the October 3, 1873 issue of The Wichita City Eagle newspaper, 
editor Marshall Murdock said, ñThe fair yesterday was an entire success as to exhibits and 
numbers in attendance.  The day was delightful and people poured in from the county and 
city...ò. 
 
County fair activities in the 1870s had a large impact on the local community. Editor 
Murdock estimated that two thousand people listened to a speech by T. Dwight Thatcher, 
editor of the Lawrence Journal.  The Wichita Daily Beacon reported an attendance of six 
thousand on the last day of the fair at a time when Sedgwick Countyôs population was about 
five thousand persons. 
 
At the fair there were displays of livestock consisting of horses, cattle, swine and poultry; 
commercial and private garden produce; and hardware and farm implements locally made 
and from afar.  All displays were judged to determine the best in the county, and to show 
the ability of the county to out-produce any others.  There was a hall that held an exhibition 
of locally grown flowers and fruits that Marshall Murdock, editor of The Wichita City Eagle 
touted as the best in the state.  There was also a baby contest, contests for the best lady 
equestrian and horse races. 
 
The fair was important to the whole city, and it was not surprising that there was controversy 
about how to make it the best. The exclusion of a band from the fair brought screams of 
indignation from The Wichita Daily Beacon.  It reported that the Sedgwick County fair 
committee had not found it worth while to pay the band $45 a day, but the Douglas County 
fair committee not only paid that amount, they provided transportation, which cost $30 
more. 
 
Despite these words, The Wichita Daily Beacon concluded their article by stating, ñ...shortly 
after the crowd dispersed in all directions, echoing their hilarity and satisfying the resonant 
valley in jolly shouts of their appreciation of the dayôs entertainment.ò 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     



 24 



 25 

COUNTY FAIRS IN KANSAS 
By Cathy Ambler 

KANSAS HERITAGE - AUTUMN 1996 
 
When the 4-H projects are safely on display, cattle and horses proudly tucked into their 
stalls, and flowers carefully arranged in the agricultural ball, it's time for the county fair! 
County fairs swirl around Kansans much as cotton candy does around a white paper 
cone ï they closely wrap a sense of community around friends and neighbors who 
gather to socialize, discuss town events, support local activities, and have fun. They 
remind town and country residents of the ties they have to each other and to agriculture 
in the state. Local Kansas fairs have existed for nearly 140 years because they have 
been able to adjust to changing community needs and values. 
 
Fairs in Kansas began during early territorial days when McCamish, a Johnson County 
town (no longer existing), held a fair in 1858. Newly settled residents created fairs much 
like the ones they knew before coming to Kansas; fairs and agricultural societies had 
long histories in both northern and southern states in the eastern part of the country. As 
early as the 1740s an elite farmer class in America had created agricultural societies 
similar to those in England. Agricultural societies, and therefore fairs, had grown in 
popularity during a period of nationalism  following  the Revolutionary War, but their 

numbers declined in the early 
nineteenth century until 
increasing westward 
settlement, improving 
mechanization, and expanding 
markets eventually caused 
renewed interest in them. 
 
Kansas's nineteenth-century 
fairs were different from those 
of today because they were 
designed more for adults than 
for youth, and they promoted 
town growth more often than 
farming. Kansas laws 
established the agricultural 
societies that sponsored fairs 
as private stock corporations 
rather than public entities, and 

as a result more merchants, professionals, and tradesmen were stockholders than were 
farmers. The corporation structure was intended to help fairs because investors could 
supply the necessary capital to buy fairgrounds and construct permanent buildings. To 
recover costs, agricultural associations charged fair goers admission at entry gates, and 
this "gate take" was critical to a fair's survival. Although most stockholders never 
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anticipated much return on their investments, they did expect fair income to cover 
operating expenses. 
 
Agricultural associations used fairs to show off natural resources, manufactured 
products, and the skills of local craftsmen to encourage new settlers to the area. A good 
display of farm products still mattered, however, because piles of lush apples promised 
bounty from the soil and advocated that success was only a matter of hard work. 
Despite promotional emphasis, farm families anticipated their local fair because it was a 
holiday, a time to socialize, with friends and family, and an opportunity to view the latest 
factory goods and farm equipment. Fairs were exciting events. Amusements included 
"beautiful babyòcontests, wrestling matches, plowing contests, and ladies' equestrian 
events. Exotic midways set the stage for amazement and intrigue with their wheels of 
fortune, shell games, and other games of chance. 
 
One of the most popular of all entertainments was racing, especially harness racing; 
and Kansas had its share of famous racers. "Little Pete," a horse from Linn County, 
won a gold medal at 
the Philadelphia 
Centennial Exposition 
races in 1876. Racing 
contests in "speed 
rings" attracted fair 
goers, since friendly 
and spontaneous road 
races were 
commonplace away 
from fairs. Proponents 
of organized racing 
also argued that such 
contests were 
legitimate accessories 
to fairs because they 
stimulated better 
livestock breeding. 
Financing a fair for 
agricultural associations was just too difficult without the attendance that racing 
attracted, despite disapproving and critical voices that objected to it. However, interest 
in racing at fairs began to decline in the late nineteenth century, aided by a broader 
cultural pursuit of morality and virtue that economic hard times helped precipitate. 
Farmers began to see little need for either racing or entertainment. To many, 
entertainment appeared frivolous, and horse racing and its attendant gambling only 
seemed to mock hard work and frugality. 
 
Nineteenth-century fairgrounds, dedicated to fair use, looked somewhat different from 
today's. Most had a half-mile oval race track, judge's stand, and high board fencing 
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surrounding the grounds with a main entry gate. Streams, springs, or wells were 
necessary to water stock, and nearby trolley lines or railroad sidings carried livestock 
and fair-goers to the grounds. Associations preferred a park or grove setting, and some 
early fairs had carriage drives around 
the grounds. Besides dining halls and 
animal pens, main buildings fre-
quently were octagonal, "Greekò 
cross-shaped (with cross arms of 
equal length), or sometimes a 
combination of both. Few of these 
early fair buildings remain today, 
however. The state's oldest extant fair 
building is a stone octagon 
agricultural hall from 1875 in 
Manhattan's city park; and a 
remaining Greek-cross form dating 
from the 1880s is in use by the Clay 
County Fair in Clay Center. 
 
Around the turn of the century, Kansans began to change the purpose of fairs. 
Corporation-run fairs no longer served most communities now more interested in 
advancing agriculture than in attracting settlers. Although promotional fairs declined, 
communities created new celebrations, and a bloom of new fair types burst forth in 
street, institute, grange, and memorial fairs; poultry shows; corn carnivals; reunions; 
and stock shows. Towns simply created new fair forms to renew local pride and self-
awareness, and to acknowledge their relationships with agriculture ï especially after 
World War 1. Perhaps the most important factor for fair development in the twentieth 
century, however, was the rise of the extension service and 4-H. Kansas farmers during 
World War I increased agricultural production substantially, and the federal and state 
governments rewarded them by improving extension programs and by increasing the 
numbers of county agents. With this help system in place, any Kansas farmer had ac-
cess to agricultural college and experiment station research projects as scientific 
research actually began to change what the farmer did on his land. 
 
With the arrival of the Great Depression, New Deal programs made farming less a 
financial risk than it had been in the nineteenth century. However, the best boost to 
farming income resulted not from these programs but from increased production 
demanded by both world wars. In Kansas, as public esteem for agriculture became 
more focused on the family farm, the control of fairs' passed from private stock 
corporations to the public realm with public funding. Communities created "free" fairs 
with no admission fees, which were more in concert with promoting agricultural 
education. The rise of 4-H in the state breathed new life into fairs and changed their 
focus from adult accomplishments to the accomplishments of Kansas youth. Fairs 
provided a culmination to the 4-H year with judges evaluating projects and rewarding 
hard work. Fairs then became one more aspect within an emerging system to 
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perpetuate farming and to provide at least one time during the year when communities 
celebrated their agricultural connections. 
 
Today four types of fairs serve diverse Kansas communities, and each has a slightly 
different emphasis. Community fairs involve the entire community, have a high degree 
of involvement by civic groups and volunteers, and offer a little something for everyone. 
Generally these fairs are in towns where the fair is still one of the most important 
occasions on a community's calendar of events. Community/4-H fairs have a wide 
appeal, but their main focus is on 4-H exhibits and projects. These fairs are popular in 
towns where farming still is a strong factor in a community's economic survival. The 4-H 
fairs have more limited community involvement and are mainly for 4-H-ers and their 
families. Extension offices frequently organize these fairs, and they involve largely the 
rural segment of a community. Urban fairs highlight professional entertainment, 
although they maintain some agricultural emphasis. These fairs usually attract a large 
urban attendance.   
 
Beginning about 1950 communities began to use their fairgrounds and buildings in 
more practical ways. Now they often are used year-round instead of just at fair time, 
and they share space with swimming pools, tennis courts, baseball diamonds, and 
National Guard armories. Agricultural halls often are multiple-use and practical 
structures that frequently hold more Saturday auctions than fair exhibits. Communities 
value this flexible fair space because they host a variety of events from family reunions 
to monthly meetings of clubs and organizations. 
 
In an October 17,1883, Kansas Farmer, "Aunt Polly from Hermit Hill" related the 
importance of fairs to many Kansans when she said, "Our county fairs are the farmers' 
holiday, the common people's jubilee, as it were; the day of joy and merriment; the day 
of renewing old acquaintances and making new ones; the day of aspirations, hopes, 
success and disappointments; the day of happy family reunions with the old folks; the 
day of gallantry and flirtation among the young, and day of toys and candy for the 
children; the day in which the people see the blue ribbons tied on the products of their 
neighbors and observe the joyous countenances of those that have been successful." 
Aunt Polly captured the value county fairs for many Kansans because, whether in the 
past or in the present, they have been able to remain local celebrations of community 
spirit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
CATHY AMBLER earned her Ph.D. in American Studies from the University of Kansas 
in 1996. Her dissertation was a study of the history of Kansas county fairs. Cathy has 
researched and visited these events across the state for more than two years. 
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WINNING, LOSING, 

 

HEAT AND DUST  

 

ALL PART OF 

 

THE FUN 

 
The county fair ends today with 

horse and beef shows, bullriding, 
a parade and dance. 

 
By Phyllis Jacobs Griekspoor 

The Wichita Eagle 

July 20, 1996 
 
 

CHENEY - The heavy 
shade surrounding the 
animal barns and show 
rings at the Sedgwick 
County Fair was a welcome 
thing as the sun began to 
gather strength toward 
another blazing Friday. 

 
 

Beneath the trees where scores of 4-Hers washed, clipped and combed bleating lambs, 
the welcome south breeze felt almost cool. 
 
Jessica Martin took a shot at getting some help at preparing her lamb for the show ring, 
but her sister simply pointed to a sign on the gable of the barn that read "Taking care of 
the animal is the 4-Her's responsibility" and continued grooming her own animal. 
 
Jessica, a member of the Andale Jets 4-H Club, simply shrugged, picked up a comb 
and got to work. She's been showing since first grade and will be in fourth grade this 
fall, the 9-year-old said, and she seemed to know what it was going to take to get her 
as-yet-unnamed ewe lamb ready for the show ring. 
 
Out in the ring, Dorset judging was just ending as a class of three ram lambs were led 
around the ring, handled by the judge and pushed and shoved into correct stance by 
their handlers. 
 
The judge walked back and forth several times, checking the young rams from all 
angles before awarding tie championship to Joe Smarsh of tie Colwich 4-H Club. Billy 
Stein of Riverview took reserve champion, and his sister, Sami, finished last . 

Anne Marie Seiler of the Andale Jets 4-H dub spends a few Private 

moments with her polled Hereford steer Friday before he goes on the 

auction block tonight at the Sedgwick County Fair in Cheney. The 17-

year-old has been raising and selling livestock for eight years, but 

giving them up at auction hasn't gotten any easier. "I don't think Iôll 

ever get used to seeing them sold," she said. 
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Sami held back tears of disappointment and stomped from the ring, shoulders square 
and eyes straight head. It wasn't coming in last that was the problem. It was losing to 
her brother. 
 
ñShe really shouldn't let this upset her," said her grandmother, Nancy Stein "She had a 
great day yesterday." 
 
Sami, in her first year to show a steer, took champion in fitting and showing in the junior 
division. 
 
That was of little consolation to Sami, who was led away from the sheep pens for a little 
chat by her dad, Bill Stein Jr., who was searching for ways to remind her that it's 
impossible for everyone to win every time. 
 
That left Billy to bear the blue ribbons, a little statue reading "Grand Champion Dorset 
Ewe" and championship money envelopes and bring back another half-dozen or so of 
the Stein Dorsets that had been part of the show. 
 
He found willing helpers in Andy and Ben Ingold, both members of the Andover Aces 
Club, who raced behind him to halter the lambs and lead them back to the pens. 
 
The Ingold kids were celebrating on Friday - they had shown their hand pets on 
Wednesday night and had the purple ribbons to prove it. 
 
The swine show on Thursday evening had also gone well for the Ingolds, including 
older sister Annie, who got her first Grand Champion in showmanship, her mom, 
Sandy, said, proudly. "She's worked for years and years to get that and has always 
been beaten out in the last round. She's really happy with this one." 
 
Andy took a blue ribbon on his pig, a move up from last year when he earned a red, 
and Ben took a red on his pig. But he wasn't worried about a second place. He had his 
Showmanship Champion of the junior division to console him. 
 
Over in the 4-H building on the other side of the fairgrounds, the breeze was a welcome 
relief to the 30 or so spectators seated to watch demonstrations on topics that ranged 
from house pets to nutrition. 
 
It wasn't so welcome to young Andy Brand of the Wichita Sunflower 4-H Club. He was 
trying to keep his posters and notes in place despite the occasional 20-mph gusts that 
sent them flying off the easel and the table. 
 
Andy didn't miss a beat in his demonstration on how to make a fruit kabob, however.  
He didn't even pause when every one of his poster boards sailed to the floor.  He 
simply continued talking when his labels went flying and an audience member retrieved 
them and put them back on the table. 
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He even managed to continue calmly putting his fruit pieces onto plates when he spilled 
the little cup of pineapple juice he was using to dip his fruit to prevent browning. 
 
"You can dip the fruit in lemon juice, sugar water, pineapple juice or grapefruit juice to 
keep it from turning brown," he told the audience. "I've found that lemon juice works 
best but it leaves a sour taste, so I like to use pineapple juice." 
 
The completion of his demonstration drew a couple of audience questions and one 
from a judge. 
 
"How often do you make these? she asked. 
 
"A couple of times a night" Andy replied. "They're good." 
 
The Sedgwick County Fair continues at Cheney Fairgrounds through tonight. The 
closing show will include a "bull blowout" the first time ever for bullriding at the Fair. 
 
4-H exhibits on subjects from entomology to photography to crafts to canned goods will 
continue on display until 8 p.m. 
 
The fair wraps up with a country street dance, beginning at 11:30 p.m. and ending at 
1:30 a.m. Sunday. 
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ñWHOôS THERE?ò GAME PIECES 

 
 

 
 

People riding 
 horses 

 
 

 
 

People petting a 
 cat 

 
 

People milking a 
 cow 

 
 
People selling food 

 
 

People cutting  
wood 

 
 

 
 

People driving a 
 wagon 

 
 

People washing 
clothes 

 
 

People baking 
 bread 

 
 
People riding on a 

 train 
 
 

 
 
People all dressed 

 up 

 
 

People with  
newspapers 

 
 

People in the  
school 

 
 

People with 
 baskets  

 
 

 
 

People shoeing 
 horses 

 
 

People with 
 animals 

 
 

People in the 
  church 

 
 
People working on 

 the train 
 
 

 
 

People playing 
 games 

 
 

People dancing 

 
 
People showing off 

 new plows and 
 tools 

 
 

People looking at 
 exhibits 

 
 

 
 

People playing 
 music 

 
 

People talking 

 
 

People grinding 
 grain 
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ñWHOôS THERE?ò GAME PIECES 

 
 

 
 

Cowboys on a 
 cattle drive 

 
 

 
 
Ladies who make 
 quilts to enter in 

 the fair 

 
 

Children who live 
 near the fair 

 
 
The blacksmith and 

 his assistants 

 
 
  The  printer 
and his 

 assistants 
 

 
 
The men who drive 

 the delivery 
 wagons 

 
 
Children who came 
 from far away to 

 see the fair 
 

 
 
The saloon keeper 
and his assistants 

 
 

The meat cutter 
 and his assistants 

 
 

 
 
Soldiers visiting the 

 fair 

 
 
Men who work on 

 the railroad 

 
 

People riding the 
 railroad to the fair 

 
 
Native Americans 
 
 
 

 
 

Millers who grind 
 the grain 

 
 
A family of visitors 

 to the fair 

 
 

The owner of the 
 general store and 

 his employees 

 
The carpenter and 

 his assistants 
 
 
 

 
A farmer and his 
 family bringing 

 their cattle to the 
 fair 

 
The minister and 

 his family 

 
Students and 
 their teacher 

 
A church group 

 selling lemonade 
 and cookies 

 
 

 
A group of dance 

 hall girls 

 
A group of 
gamblers 

 
People who live in 

 the town 
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

 
 
 
 
The modern Sedgwick County Fair, which is held in Cheney during the second week of 
July, has a website that includes directions to the fairgrounds, schedule of events, facts 
and figures about the fair, and entry information for the many contests held during fair 
week.  It can be accessed at: 
 

http://www.ourcountyfair.com/ocf/main.html 
 
 
 
The Kansas State Fairôs website includes a link that traces the history of the fair from its 
creation in 1874 to the present day.  It includes a link to all the county fairs in Kansas, 
and a schedule and description of all the events, activities and competitions held each 
year at the state fair.  It can be accessed at: 
 

http://www.kansasstatefair.com/ 
 
 
 
Kansas Sights website,  sponsored by the University of Kansas, has many Kansas 
history links.  Topics include towns, forts, famous Kansans, museums and maps.  It can 
be accessed at:  
 

http://www.ku.edu/heritage/kssights/ 
 
 
 
One-line Kansas history facts can be found on a private web page created by Karl Ivers 
of McPherson, Kansas.  Click on a date to see the event that happened that year.  The 
page also includes links to short pages of information about Kansas symbols, history, 
famous people, and trivia.  It can be accessed at: 
 

http://www2.kansas.mcpherson.com/~kansas/pushbutton.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ourcountyfair.com/ocf/main.html
http://www.kansasstatefair.com/
http://www.ku.edu/heritage/kssights/europa4.html
http://www2.kansas.mcpherson.com/~kansas/pushbutton.html
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LESSON SOURCES 

 
 
 

Lesson written by: 
 
Beth Drescher 
County Extension Agent, Youth Development  
K-State Research & Extension, Sedgwick County 
7001 W. 21

st
 St. N. 

Wichita, Kansas 67205 
 
AND 
 
J. Anthony Horsch 
Coordinator of Education 
Old Cowtown Museum 
1865 Museum Blvd 
Wichita, Kansas 67203 
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Wichita, Kansas. 67202  
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ñCome To The Fairò 
Kansas State Historical Society 
6425 SW Sixth Avenue 
Topeka, Kansas 66615-1099 
(Reprinted with permission) 



 36 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INVENTIONS ï a pre-visit lesson 
 
 
One of the most important parts of a county fair in the 1870s was the chance to see 
what was new.  In the  age of the industrial revolution new inventions were changing 
peoples lives almost daily, and Kansans were trying to shake off the image that they 
lived in ñThe Great American Desertò.  They firmly believed that the land in Kansas was 
untested, but promising.  Because of this, agricultural publications encouraged farmers 
and their families to come to county fairs ñFor improvement; to see, to question, and to 
reflect. ò   
 
New inventions are often sparked by the possibilities created by current invention.  Most 
inventors use a special procedure to come up with their new ideas.  This technique 
makes it easy to identify a problem, list many possible solutions, and construct an 
object that will fulfill peopleôs needs.  Your students can use this process to produce an 
1870s-style invention which may be entered in the judging contest at Old Sedgwick 
County Fair Education Day.  
 
 

How did inventions change peopleôs lives in the past and present? 
 

How is an invention made? 
 
 

OBJECTIVES 

  
  Students will identify a problem of the past or present and describe how it was 

solved with a new invention or an improvement in technology 
 
  Students will describe how inventions and technological advances have changed 

the lives and fortunes of people in the past and present. 
  
  Students will apply creative thinking and problem-solving skills as they plan and 

design an original invention 
 


