
I
f you read this issue of the Chronicle from cover to 
cover, you will see areas highlighted from 2010 and 
information about the upcoming 2011 season. 

We were very happy with how 2010 wrapped up at 
Cowtown. Attendance was up, improvements were made, events 
were well organized and attended, and — most importantly 
– we survived it! When staff met to assess the year and begin 

planning 2011, we 
patted each other 
on the back and 

then vowed to continue moving forward, take lessons learned 
from 2010 and make 2011 even better. 

The result is a new season of events and activities that we 
are all excited about. We are offering some new events along 
with the traditional ones. Steampunk Day, burlesque shows, car 
shows, and 5K runs will team up with Civil War Day, County 
Fair, and Victorian Christmas to give us a very full schedule of 
diverse programs and events. 

Some of these new ventures are a stretch for an institution 
that has always prided itself on historic accuracy. And his-
torical accuracy is what we do. I believe that members of the 
Cowtown staff are some of the best experts available nation-
wide regarding our era. Visit us in May for our new “Frozen in 
Time” event and you’ll see what I mean. But to say historical 
accuracy is the only thing Cowtown does is selling us short. 

Our most important job is to get people on the grounds 
so they can appreciate Cowtown and be interested in coming 
back and supporting us. We had numerous people who came 
to Cowtown for the first time on Steampunk Day and had 
such a good time that they returned to celebrate Christmas 
with us. That’s how we measure success. 

I stand by our decision to expand our programming into 
different areas that encourage diverse groups to discover the 
treasure of Old Cowtown Museum. It’s not unlike falling in 
love with a beautiful painting and learning to appreciate the 
technique of the art later. 

We are charged with preserving and presenting the history 
of the era, and that’s our focus. But, the most important thing 
we can do is ensure Cowtown’s long-term health. The best way 
to do that is to appeal to a broad audience. I’m proud of how 
we are doing that, and gratified by the support from various 
sectors of our community. 

			   – David Flask, Executive Director

When many of the nation’s cultural sites are experiencing fall-
ing attendance, Cowtown continues to see slow and steady growth. 
Attendance for 2010 was up 7% over 2009. Event attendance 
increased 24% over 2009 with an average of 948 people attending 
each of the 10 Cowtown-produced events. The largest event was our 
Victorian Christmas celebration. Over 2,600 people attended the 
two-weekend event. The largest free-to-the-public event featured the 
Budweiser Clydesdales in May. Almost 4,000 people took advantage 
of The House of Schwan’s anniversary celebration featuring the 
famous horses.

W
ould you believe that Cowtown 
is 62 years old? We’ve seen lots 
of changes and there are more 
to come. The Board of Trustees 

has identified a number of projects we 
hope to start by year’s end.  

Cowtown will continue with the well-
received programs that we have in the 
past such as:  Civil War Days; Celebrate 
America; Age of the Gunfighter; Harvest 
of Progress: A County Fair; Hay, Hooves 
and Halloween; A Victorian Christmas 

and Breakfast with Santa.  Additional 
enjoyable programs will happen this year. 
Look for a full list elsewhere in this issue 
of The Chronicle.

Even with a down economy and staff 
cutbacks, we have been able to increase 
attendance. This is totally through the 
efforts of volunteers and staff. The hard 
working staff and volunteers made extra 
effort this past year to replace the lost 
hours of reduced staff. The board is grateful and sends a heart-
felt thanks.

Planning for our third Cowtown Wine Mosey is underway 
and scheduled for September 11 from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. The 
board is in the planning stages for three additional fundraising 
events. Please watch future Chronicles for specific dates and 
times, and shine your dancing shoes, practice your card skills 
and polish up the old antiques.  

Lastly, I wish to thank past President Gregg Wilhite for 
the hard work throughout the past year. David Dennis, our 

Treasurer, has done a remarkable job and we thank him. 
Thanks also to the rest of the board for their membership, 
cares and concerns for Cowtown.  

A special thank you goes to David Flask, Executive Director, 
Amy Loch, Curator, and the rest of the staff.  To our members, 
thanks, and please continue to support Cowtown and maybe 
increase your commitment.  

There’s more to come and we’ll have a great year.
			              – David Haglund, President

Another Eventful Year to Come

Cowtown Attendance Increases in 2010
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2011 Hours & Admission 
Through April 11 

Old Cowtown Museum
is open Tuesday-Saturday 

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

After April 13 
Monday-Saturday from 

9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,  
Sunday from noon to 4 p.m.   

Cowtown can accommodate groups and 
school classes year-round by reservation. 

REGULAR MUSEUM ADMISSION
Adults (18 to 61) $ 7.75

Senior Citizens (62 and older) $ 6.50
Youth (12 to 17) $ 6.00

Children (4 to 11) $ 5.50
No charge for children under 4 and 

Old Cowtown Museum members

GROUP RATES
(for groups of 15 or more paying visitors)

Adults (18 and over) $ 6.00

Youth (12 to 17) $ 4.00

Children (4 to 11) $ 3.00

No charge for children under 4

FOLLOW US ON 
FACEBOOK at Old 

Cowtown Museum 
and TWITTER at 

WichitaCowtown

Old Cowtown Museum
1865 West Museum Boulevard

Wichita, Kansas
316.219.1871

www.oldcowtown.org

Annual
report

PR ES  I DENT’S  R E P ORT

DI R E C TOR ’S  R E P ORT

15,602 paid general admissions
5,597 School children
1,748 Members
9,525 rental Guests
8,056 Free admissions
(includes children under 4, guest passes, free days)

40,528 TOTAL

The Wine Mosey has become an annual event enjoyed by many.
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Facilities Report
P

ublic Works employees stationed at 
Cowtown kept busy in 2010. They 
are responsible for general building 
and grounds maintenance, snow 

removal, and supervision of specialized 
services and outside contractors. Projects 
completed in 2010 included:

 Installed new HVAC units in Storage 
and Forwarding, Depot, Baldwin’s, 
Saddle and Harness, Parsonage, Dress 
Shop, Brown Barn and Kirby House.

 Completed Comprehensive Electrical 
Project, which provided all new service 
to all buildings

 Installed three informational kiosks 
on grounds

 Rebuilt front of Children’s 
Emporium building

 Replaced roofs on General Store, Jail, 
Munger and McGinn Feed and Seed

 Reopened irrigation well at 
Visitor’s Center 

 Repaired west Empire House 
foundation

 Replaced fire escape at Lakeside 

 Removed colony of bees from 
Brown Barn

 Repaired/replaced boardwalk in 
several locations

 Intalled guttering and snow guards 
on Visitor’s Center

 Installed new window and painted 
Dress Shop

 Reconstruction of Livery stable corral

 Completed third phase of a termite 
treatment program which treated 75% of 
buildings.

 Installed new motion sensor lights in 
buildings on north road

 Rewired gray bathroom building for 
new lights and ventilation

 Poured concrete behind hotel to 
facilitate drainage and create service area 

 Installed new informational signs on 
“Pathway to the Past”

David Flask, Executive Director

Amy Loch, Curator

Teddie Barlow, Assistant Curator

Anthony Horsch, Director of Education 
and Interpretation

Jacky Goerzen, Volunteer Coordinator

Gregory Hunt, Farm Manager

David Abbott, Gift Shop Manager

Staff shared with the City of Wichita 
Division of Arts and Cultural Services:

Craig Haines, Development

Angela Cato, Marketing

Yvonne Kirker, Finance

Connie Clark, Facility Rentals

In addition, 11 part-time employees 
provide historic interpretation and earned 
income support. There are four Public 
Works employees stationed at Cowtown.

From the Interpretation Department 

C
owtown’s Dress Shop exhibit 
provides an example of women 
working outside the home, creat-
ing garments in the pre-mass pro-

duced world, but it is only one of the 
choices women had. Women also had 
the option of home sewing, a practice 
that saw great advances during the 
time period. 

For centuries, obtaining properly  
fitting fashionable clothing was difficult. 
The wealthy hired tailors or professional 
dressmakers, while the rest had hand-me-
downs, or ill-fitting makeshift fashions.

As more functional and affordable 
sewing machines were invented, home 
sewing and dress patterns began to rise. 
In the 1830s and 1840s, some women's 
magazines included dress pieces illustrat-
ed on a magazine page that had to be 
enlarged to use. In 1850s, Godey's Lady's 
Book offered full-size patterns of one 
size that had to be resized to individual 
measurements. By 1860 the Demorest’s 
magazine listed hundreds of different 
patterns, but again in only one size. 

In 1863, tailor Ebenezer Butterick 
developed mass-produced tissue-
paper patterns offered in 13 sizes 
for dresses, coats and blouses, and 
five sizes for skirts. These patterns 

appealed to the rapidly expanding 
lower middle class who could not 
afford custom-made clothing but 
still wished to be fashionably dressed. 
The patterns were priced at 25 to 75 
cents each, depending on complex-
ity, and, though graduated, they still 
were approximate sizes that were 
tailored to the individual.  Butterick 
alone sold 6  million patterns by 1871 
and many more as the years went on. 
Though dressmakers were still heav-
ily relied upon, pattern availability 
increased demand for fashionable 
clothing and helped to accelerate the 
ever-changing women’s fashion world 
we have today. 

Exhibits Planned for 2011

S
everal new temporary exhibits 
are being designed for Empire 
Hall Exhibit Gallery in 2011. 
They include: Life of a Book, Queen 

Victoria, Next to Godliness, Common 
Wisdom and Bringing in the Harvest. 
Each will be on view three months. 
Empire Hall was opened as a muse-
um-quality exhibit space in 2010 to 
showcase portions of our collection 
not regularly on display, explore  
certain topics in-depth, and host  
traveling exhibitions.

Empire Hall provides space for  
temporary exhibits.

T
he last several weeks has seen a flurry of activity as we get ready for the season 
opening in April. 

 One of the most obvious improvements has been the replacement of many 
roofs. The Munger House, Jail, Children’s Emporium, Marshal’s Office, Meat 

Market, Scalehouse, Grain Elevator, Saloon, Wulf House, Pump House, Eagle, Brown 
Barn, Empire House and Wagonmaster’s building are all sporting new shingles. 

 Interior improvements to the Parsonage continued with the Parlor receiving a 
fresh coat of shellac on the woodwork and new paint and stenciling on the walls. 

 The old popcorn shop which has been stored in the west parking lot for several 
years has been moved to the southeast corner of the farm field. It will be restored by 
several Eagle Scouts and then used by the Vintage Baseball Team for storage.

 Alterations to the interior of the saloon will make providing food service in the 
building more efficient. The southeast corner of the room has been closed in to pro-
vide a service area for those working behind the bar. 

 The empty building next to Munger House is being reinterpreted as a 
Furniture Store and will open to the public in April. The new exhibit will be mod-
eled off of historic furniture stores including Finlay Ross Furniture, for which it 
will be named. The original Finlay Ross Furniture store opened in 1876 on the cor-
ner of Main Street and First Street. Furniture stores of the 1870s were often simple 
structures with furniture packed in with simple paths for access. Cowtown’s Finlay 
Ross Furniture Store will be set up in this manner and will serve a dual purpose 
providing a new exhibit for the public while maintaining a type of open storage 
for the museum’s furniture currently not on exhibit.   

Physical Improvements Ready Grounds for Season

2010 advisory Board
David Haglund, 
President
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 Vice-President
Bob Garrett,  
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John McKay
John Newsom
Kevin Regan
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Schimming
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Ron Holt
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A 
hearty welcome to our new 

Volunteer Coordinator, Jacky 
Goerzen, who began work 
February 23. She replaces Sheri 

Gaskins, who resigned in July.
Jacky is a familiar face at Cowtown, 

having worked as an interpreter for the 
last three years. She has been filling in as 
needed since July. 

The Cowtown Volunteer Coordinator 
is responsible for recruiting, training, 
scheduling and managing Cowtown’s 
Volunteer Corps of approximately 200 
individuals. This work includes provid-
ing support to the organized volunteer 
groups. The Volunteer Coordinator 
also manages the costume closet and 
approves costuming for volunteers and 

staff, schedules and presents education 
programs and serves on the Weekend 
Management Team. 

Jacky received her degree in history 
from Wichita State and lives in Wichita 
with her husband Matt and their three 
children.

Welcome
Volunteers turned in 13,383 hours 
of service to Cowtown in 2010.

A breakdown by group includes:
Single Volunteers  . . . . . . . . . . . . .              5,617
Entre Nous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    2,965
JROTC/Schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                1,365
Social Club  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      833
Dixie Lee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        761
Vintage Baseball Team  . . . . . . .        1,842

to New Volunteer Coordinator

New Education Program Highlights 2010

I
n 2010, 8,664 children participated in 
267 individual class programs. Free 
return passes were issued to all chil-
dren who attended a school program. 

In addition, a new program, 
“Cowtown On The Road,” began taking 
programs into the classroom in 2010. 
New summer programs were introduced 
for day-care, latch-key and preschool 
programs. Cowtown also hosted three 
Senior Wednesday programs and partici-
pated in Senior Expo.

Twenty-one distinct programs were 

offered for children in 2010. They  
included: 

Games Past and Present, An 1870s 
Sampler, Ad Astra, All Around the Town, 
Building a Town, Buffalo and Beans, 
City Life, Community Helpers, Daily Life, 
Farm Life, For a Song and Dance, Kansas 
Character, A Glimpse of Christmas Past, 
Getting it Done, Rails and Trails, What’s 
There to Do On a Farm?, Working Together, 
Cowboys, Cattle and Kansas, Children: Town 
and Country, Discovering Wichita and 
Teaching in a One-Room School.

A Brief History of Dress Patterns 

Volunteer Marti McCartney shares 
her dress making skills.

FARM LIFE ???
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Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/ZIP ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail __________________________________________________________ Phone_____________________________________________________ 

This is a new membership   ❏ renewal   ❏ gift membership
 
Membership Benefits 

* Free admission, including special events, for one year

* Four issues of the Cowtown Chronicle

* 10% discount in the S.G. Bastian & Sons Mercantile

* 10% discount to Diamond W Chuckwagon Supper 
 
Annual Membership Levels 

$30 Basic – includes free admission for one
$45 Companion – free admission for member plus a guest
$55 Family/Grandparent – free admission for two adults and
up to five children under 18
$100-$5,000 Pioneer Society – various levels and benefits, please 
call for more information.
 
Membership level ________________________   Amount enclosed ____________
 
Return with check to:

Historic Wichita Cowtown, Inc.
1865 W. Museum Blvd., Wichita, KS 67203
 
Or join online at www.oldcowtown.org

See website for information on Pioneer Society membership.

MEMBERSHIP
Thank you to the following Historic 
Wichita Cowtown, Inc. members.  
Your membership in Old Cowtown  
is appreciated!

PRAIRIE SETTLER MEMBERS 
$5,000-$9,999
Dan and Martha Housholder

J.R. MEAD MEMBERS
$1,000-$4,999
Bill Ard, Alan and Sharon Fearey,  
John and Dorothy McKay

DARIUS MUNGER MEMBERS
$500-$999
The Berry Family Foundation

CHISHOLM TRAIL MEMBERS
$250-$499
Georgia Chandler, James and Sara Farley, 
David and Judy Haglund, Mark and 
Carolyn McGinn

PIONEER SOCIETY MEMBERS 
$100-$249
William and Bonnie Barton, Clark and 
Sharon Bastian, W.T. and A.S. Braun, 
Frances Brinegar, Gregory Brown, 
Victor Brown, Gerald and Rebecca 
Burtnett, Richard and Cynthia Carl, 
Don and Sally Chesser, Carolyn Conley, 
David and Susan Crockett, David 
Dennis, John Doan, Nick and Sarah 
Dondlinger, Robert Garrett, Garvey 
Kansas Foundation, Dick and Jane 
George, Dave and Diane Gestenslager, 
James and Madeline Graham, Erika 
Greene, Josh Greenwood, William Henry, 
Louis and Donna Highfill, Bonnie Jo 
Holmes, Patrick and Ann Ireland, Alfred 
and Elizabeth James, Max and Helen 
Johnston, Don and Debbie Kirkland, 
Marlene and Frank Kozik, Mr. and Mrs. 
Willis McClure, Ella Mae McGuire, 
Cynthia Mines, John Newsom, John 
and Renee Osborne, Steven Overstreet, 
Dwight and Patricia Oxley, Pat and Kay 
Patton, Ronald and Sammie Pletcher, 
Kevin and Nancy Regan, Darryl and 
Betty Roberts, Mark and Blair Rogers, 
Francene Sharp, Robert and Barbara 
Shick,  Mary Thelman, Michael and 
JoKaren Werner, Gregg and Susan 
Wilhite, Hilary and Nancy Zarnow

FAMILY/GRANDPARENT 
MEMBERS – $55
Albert and Ena Alvarez, Jennifer 
Anderson, Esther and Randy Andrews, 
Benjamin and Letanya Austin, Dr. Mike 
and Mae Baba, Beverly Baker, Roger 
and DeAnn Barr, Mary Anne Bartlett, 
Fernanda Belton, Melvin and Ruth 
Bird, Joy Bjordahl, Kay Blair, David 
Bond, Jenette and Charles Booker-
Drake, Dianne Brazelton, LeAnna 
Brogdon, Brenda Brown, Amy and Buck 
Buchanan, John and Tami Caiazza, 
Cheryl and Greg Campbell, Marsha 
Cavendar, Carma Cawthon, Linda 
Chaney, Cristal Michelle Chitwood, 
Jerry and Linda Clark, Wanda Collins, 
Nicole P. Conrad, Patrick Cook, Mark 
and Judy Cook, Joe and Sharon 
Corbin, Anthony Costilla, Emily Couey, 
Elizabeth Cox, David and Shirley Creed, 
Angela Craver, Michael Culver, Sandra 
Dale, Aaron Dashiell, Robert Dashiell, 
Emmalene David, Connie and Brad 
Davis, Kevin and Diane Denning, Sopie 
Desjardins, Kisskina Dewitt, Connie 
Douthitt, Julian and Teresa Durazo, 
Jaime Echeverna, Weston and Valerie 
Edwards, Verle Engel, Tye and Holly 
Engel, Robert and Wanda Farmer, 
Kenneth Fleming, William and Teresa 
Fortier, Randy and Sonya Foster, Stacy 
Garrett, Robert and Feryl Giesen, 
Bernhard and Joyce Gildemeister, 
Marilyn Glynn, Nick Gnemi, Mike 
and Linda Goebel, J. Mike and Barbara 
Gonzalez, Bryan and Stacey Griffin, 
Derek and Laura Haas, Mahbuba Hague, 
Tim and Marie Hand, Tracey Hansard, 
Betty Hawthorn, Reba Hoffman, Paul 
and Grace Holloway, Tessa Hultz, Alma 

Hupp, Merlin and Susan Hussey, James 
and Maria Jackson, Van and Sharon 
Jackson, Kevin Johnson, Jack Kane, Rex 
and Christine Keith, Kevin and Jeni 
Kemp, Francis Kentling, Tim and Carole 
Kindt, Don and Collette Langford, 
Tim and Brenda Lawton, Mark League, 
Dion and Kathy Lefler, Michael and 
Jan Lynn, Melissa Mathis, Robert and 
Patricia McHenry, Dennis and Katheryn 
McIntire, Dennie and Shanna McKay, 
Ronald and Beverly McReynolds, Mark 
and Kathy Melhorn, Scott and Mandy 
Meyer, James Mills, Earl and Rhea 
Mills, Valori Montgomery, Amanda 
Morales, Dave Morgan, Richard and 
Shirley Mosher, Jim and Kristin Mudra, 
Brad and Melissa Mullinax, Joanne F. 
Murray, Gordon and Barbara Murray, 
Mark and Wendy Nance, Carl and Carol 
Nelson, Tri Nguyen, Darrel and Kathy 
Nightingale, Betty O’Hara, Allen and 
Kelly Olson, Chondra Olson, Dhaval 
Parikh, James and Valerie Parker, Terry 
and Sherry Parsons, Don and Chalene 
Peacock, Michelle Pfanenstiel, William 
Piper, Rachael Pirner, Robby Pogue, 
Tony Polk, Ronald and Norma Porter, 
Mark and Carole Pracht, Sheila Prichard 
and Anita Cooney, Sydney Ramirez, 
Lynn Rankin, Scott and Tracie Reida, 
Mandy Ring, Randy and Christina 
Rogers, Robert and Janis Sandifer, Fred 
Sauer, Dr. Harold Scheer, Carter and 
Michelle Schrage, Sharkey Scott, Melissa 
Sears, Peggy Shepherd, Patrick and 
Valerie Slawson, Theodore and Susan 
Sponsel, Johnny and Melissa Stackhouse, 
Robert Stucker, Bill and Nycole Swigart, 
Hugh Tappan, Abe and Laura Tatpati, 
Benjamin and Holly Terrill, Linda and 
Mike Thom, Evelyn Tisdale, Ernest and 
Carol Torske, Rosemary Uhlenhop, Doris 
Uhlig, Marla Uhrig and family, Shawn 
and Danelle Urban, Mark and Cindy 
Urbanek, Matthew Vermeeren, Ray 
Vitkus, Bob and Cathy White, Vernon 
and Merilyn White, Roger K. Wilson, 
Kelly Wolke, Nancy Wyant, Gary and 
Sharon Younger.

COMPANION MEMBERS – $45
Robert Shirley Alley, John Ames, 
Donald Arnold, George Avila, Daniel 
Blick, George Scott Blume, David and 
Janice Brecht, Daniel Brittingham, 
Dr. David and Mickie Brown, Meisha 
Cabral, Gene and Barbara Campbell, 
Neil and Sharon Carlson, Sabra Cazel, 
Carl and Joan Chance, Carl and Kit 
Chase, Chuck Chipman, Jim Clements, 
H. William and Rebecca Collier, Darl 
and Patricia Cord, Roger and Dorothy 
Corman, Daniel Deane, Devin and Julia 
Dodson, Leonard and Helen Donley, 
Carmen Dorsey, Frank and Karen 
Galbraith, Chris Gerstenberger, Claudia 
Harper, Douglas and Roseanne Janssen, 
Billie and David Keith, Harold and 
Lorine Kieler, Donald and Elizabeth 
KingSam and Mary Knecht, Lyle and 
June Koerper, James Lamb, Joe Allen 
Lang, Neil Marcus, Jim McKeel, Emily 
Brooke Miller, Misty Miller, John and 
Catherine Moore, Kristy Myers and 
Thomas Whealdon, Judy Naylor, John 
and Diana Palenz, Keith and Loretta 
Pendergraft, Bill and Teresa Pennington, 
Gene and Victoria Philbrick, Chuck 
Rude, Dave and Peggy Ruegg, Marshall 
and Donna Schirer, Ralph and Arleta 
Seery, Mark and Deby Springer, Will and 
Kathy Tobin, Gladys Trindle, Donald 
and Nancy Vine, Joan Wagner, Jim and 
Sharon Wahl, Thomas and Jane Weilert, 
Elizabeth Williams, Karen and Jim 
Wohlwend,  Art and Betty Woo

SINGLE MEMBERS – $30
Reeva Anderson, William Boshears, 
Michael Boydston, Steven Cummuso, 
Linda Doll, Carla Eidemiller, William 
Elliott, Victor Solis Fierro, Judy 
Harrison, Katherine Hurdle, Dean Krug, 
John Patrick II, Eddie Pendergraft, James 
Upton, Jane Vaniman, Frances Vannoy, 
Joe Walker, Matthew Warren, Charles 
Welsbacher, WSU Library

2011 Preview: Full Schedule Slated for This Year

A
full schedule of special events is planned for 2011. Long-time favorites such 

as Civil War Day, Celebrate America, County Fair, Age of the Gunfighter, Hay, 
Hooves and Halloween and our Christmas celebration will be joined by several 
new events.

A new event, Frozen in Time, will be presented May 28. The day will interpret 
Cowtown as a typical day of the 1870s. Stores will be staffed and open for business 
and traffic will be on the roads. Daily activities such as funerals, weddings, laundry 
and other housekeeping will be presented. Most modern anomalies will be deleted or 
well hidden. 

“This is the event we’re most excited about,” said Executive Director David Flask. 
“The idea behind Frozen in Time is to present Cowtown as we wish it were present-
ed every day -- fully populated and operational as a town in the 1870s. We especially 
want to do this event for our many volunteers and reenactment aficionados. They 
have been so great and understanding as we have gone outside of our time period 
with events designed to broaden our customer base. We want them to know that we 
still understand what the core importance of Cowtown is.”

Two fundraising events are currently planned. The 3rd Annual Wine Mosey will 
be in September and a Victorian Ball will be in August in conjunction with the 
Entre Nous Victorian Dance Club. Watch for more details.

Cowtown will also be participating with the Mid-America All-Indian Center in a 
Kansas Sesquicentennial celebration at Century II in July. 

 2011 Events schedule   
April 16  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Civil War Day
May 7  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Arthritis Foundation Walk	
May 14  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Link 4 Life Run		
May 22  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    ARC Car Show	
May 28  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Frozen in Time-Immersion Day	
June 9  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Riverfest Discount Day
June 24-26  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Wichita Pride Festival, MUSEUM CLOSED

July 2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Celebrate America	
July 8-9  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Sesquicentennial Celebration at Century II
July 16  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cattleman’s Ball, MUSEUM CLOSED

August 27  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Victorian Ball Fundraiser	
September 3  . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Age Of the Gunfighter
September 11  . . . . . . . . . . . .             3rd Annual Wine Mosey Fundraiser	
September 24  . . . . . . . . . . . .             Smithsonian Museum Day	
October 7  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Education Day
October 8  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Harvest of Progress: A County Fair
October 29  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Historic Hauntings	
October 29  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Hay, Hooves and Halloween
November 6  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Steampunk Day	  
December 3, 10  . . . . . . . . . .           Breakfast with Santa	
December 2-3, 9-10  . . . . . .        Victorian Christmas

 Historic Wichita Cowtown, Inc. members receive free admission to Signature Events.



2010 Annual Report of the Curatorial Department
By Amy Loch, Curator

FIC and SA Progress All FIC (Found in 
Collection) and SA (Storage Area) records 
were gone through and a determina-
tion was made on what should be done 
with each item. Some items were acces-
sioned into the accessioned collection 
and were cataloged as such. Others were 
transferred to the Hands-on, Prop or 
Study collections.  Others will be given 
to other museums, sold or disposed of 
according to museum standards.

Artifact Deaccesioning A list has been 
compiled of items to deaccession with 
board approval. It includes 391 acces-
sioned items and 298 SA items, all of 
which are out of our time period and/or 
in poor condition.

Photographing and Inventories Conducted 
Photographing was completed in the 
Brown Barn and other items were photo-
graphed as they entered the Collections 
Building and Murdock House.  
Approximately 40% of the accessioned 

collection is currently photographed. 
The Murdock House storage area and 
the Collections Building were re-invento-
ried and progress was made in the space.  
New exhibits were also inventoried. 

Historic Rankings Approximately 65% of 
the museum’s accessioned collection has 
been ranked according to its historical 
value to the collection. This process pro-
vides the museum with levels of objects to 
be used in more and less secure areas and 
to help prioritize items for conservation.  

Policies and Procedures This year the 
museum’s Collections Policy was final-
ized and approved. The Conservation 
Plan and Collections Plan were reviewed 
and revised as working documents.

Legal Publications In February a legal 
notice was published for a number of 
found in-collections items which do not 
fit the museum’s mission. Once legal 
title is official (February of 2011) the 
curatorial department will begin offer-
ing these items to other museums.  

Loans The loans to the Derby 
Historical Museum, Wichita-Sedgwick 
County Historical Museum, City 
Preservation Office and the Great Plains 
Transportation Museum were renewed.  

Storage Area Organization Progress was 
made in reorganizing storage areas in 
Storage and Forwarding, Carpenter Shop, 
Murdock House, and the Collections 
Building. The Carpenter Shop was rear-
ranged and its storage area set-up with 
shelves for the archives. The Murdock 
House was rearranged to keep food pro-
cessing, servicing, and home decor items 
organized and together. The Collections 
Building had many items marked for 
deaccession removed.

Exhibits In 2010, the Marshal’s Office was 
relocated and redone as a memorial to 
Patrick Glenn, longtime OCM volunteer. 
As a result, the Land Office was also 
relocated into a small window exhibit 
between the Barber Shop and the Drug 
Store and the former Marshal’s Office 
became a new Dress Shop. The Blood 
Orchard building was also finally opened 
to the public with a new orientation to 
agriculture exhibit composed primarily 
of text and photos. The Parsonage was 
also reopened to the public after climate 
control was added. In addition, this year 
the rotating exhibit gallery was divided 
into two sections with one section chang-
ing each month. Exhibits this year includ-
ed Victorian Footwear, Victorian Balls, 
Advertising and Merchandising, Coffee 

and Tea Goes West, Unmentionables, 
Threads of Time, and Frozen in Time: 
An Exhibit of Victorian Portraiture.  

Historic Preservation|Maintenance This year 
the new main electrical system was com-
pleted and several new HVAC systems 
were added to the museum’s artifact-
heavy buildings. Several buildings a lso 
received motion-activated light sensors, 
and foundations were improved to pre-
vent animal entry. Exterior painting also 
began on the hotel.

Planning Progress was made on determin-
ing the fate of the SA and FIC objects. 
Plans are in place for a new Furniture 
Store exhibit in the Collections Lab 
building. The archives are being sorted 
and objects are being removed and relo-
cated to make space. 

Conclusion This year has been a year of 
progress for the collections department. 
Several new exhibits were completed and 
major strides were made in collections 
management, especially in the progress 
made with the FIC and SA objects.

Collections Staff, Interns, Volunteers
Curator full time, Amy Loch

Assistant Curator full time, Teddie Barlow

Fall Intern 10 hrs./week, Mary Travis 

Data Entry Volunteer 11 hrs./week, Frank 
Ruff and the Courtney’s (Nomenclature, 
Description info, number order)

Cleaning Volunteers 3 hrs./week, Shermie 
Robinson

dat e d  ma t erial   
p l e a s e  e x p e d i te   d e l i ve  r y

Non-Profit
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Accession records in database . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                10,635                                 
SA records transferred or matched to another collection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    1,564
SA records to be disposed of  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   822
FIC records transfer or matched to another collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        944
FIC records to be disposed of  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                1,522
Study collection items . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                          285
Hands-on and props (approximate, based on 2009)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             6,000
new aquisitions
Artifacts accessioned into permanent collections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               92
Objects accepted into hands-on collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      83
Objects given to the costuming department . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    31
Objects given to study collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                 1

 2010 Events   
The 2010 Signature Events were partially under-
written by Historic Wichita Cowtown, Inc., and were 
free to members: Civil War Weekend, Celebrate America, 
Harvest of Progress: A County Fair and Let’s Make Merry: 
A Victorian Christmas.

Other 2010 events included free days, fundraising 
events, reservation only events and events produced 
by others: Victorian Ball, Budweiser Clydesdales, ARC Car 
Show, KS Masters BBQ, Cattleman’s Ball, Vagabond Players, 
Age of the Gunfighter, Wine Mosey, Museum Day, Education 
Day, State Vintage Baseball Tournament, Historic Hauntings, 
Hay, Hooves and Halloween, Steampunk Day and Breakfast 
with Santa.		
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